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PM Hun Sen lashes out Thai Foreign 
Minister  

On 31 March 2009, at the inauguration 
ceremony of a portion of road in Preah 
Sihanouk province, Samdech Prime 
Minister Hun Sen lashed out Thai 
Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya who had 
recently called him a “gangster”. Then he 
asked Thai foreign minister to correct his 
comment that he had made because we 
are neighbors and we need mutual 
respect. 

According to Samdech Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, Mr. Kasit Piromya had called 
him a “gangster” because he was angry 
with him for the ultimatum to Thailand to 
pull its troops out of Veal Intry area 
(Eagle field) in October 2008. 

Thai Foreign Minister’s letter of 
apology to Cambodian Premier 

Thai Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya has 
addressed a letter to Cambodian Prime 
Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen, 
demanding an apology over the terms he 
recently used to describe the latter.  

His full letter dated on 01 April 2009 
reads as follows:  

“I have the honor to refer to the recent 
news reports that Your Excellency is 
concerned with the terms that I used to 
describe Your Excellency during the 
parliamentary debate session in Thailand. 
In the Thai language, the word “Nak 
Leng” which I used during the debate 
means a person who is lion-hearted, a 
courageous and magnanimous gentleman, 
and this is what I referred to you as an 
expression of my appreciation of and 
respect for Your Excellency. 

Please do rest assured that nothing will 
be allowed to come in the way of making 
our friendship and relationship warm, 
cordial, and mutually beneficial. Do 
kindly accept my deep apology for such 
an unfortunate incident and the 
unintentional cause of 
misunderstanding.”  

Khmer Rouge tribunal resumes its 
hearing over S-21 Chief 

 

 

 

 



The Tribunal Chamber of the 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 
Cambodia resumed its hearing on 06 
April 2009 over the accused Kaing Guek 
Eav, alias Duch, former Khmer Rouge 
Chief of notorious S-21, better known as 
Tuol Sleng prison. 

During the hearing, Duch recognized and 
expressed his remorse over the crimes 
perpetrated in M-13 prison, which was 
under his supervision before S-21. 

Ex-S-21 director apologizes for killing 
and tortures  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During the substantive hearing on 31 
March 2009, Kaing Guech Eav alias 
Duch, former Khmer Rouge S-21  
publicly apologized for the tortures and 
killing in the Khmer Rouge regime. 

He said that as the head of S-21 prison, 
he had never thought about any 
possibility beyond following orders from 
his leaders. What he knew is that 
enforcement of the orders would lead to 
the executions of thousands of people’s 
lives. 

ADB: Cambodia to reach 2.5 percent 
economic growth in 2009 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
predicted that the Cambodian economic 
growth will drop from 6.5 percent in 
2008 to 2.5 percent in 2009, but it will 
reach 4 percent in 2010. 

The prediction was made known at the 
conference by ADB Country Resident 

Representative Mr. Arjun Goswami and 
Senior ADB Country Economist Mr. Eric 
Sidgwick, on 31 March 2009. 

U.S. vessel docks at Preah Sihanouk 
province  

 

 

 

 

  

On 31 March to 04 April 2009, a 
“Rescue-Salvage” vessel of the U.S. navy 
arrived at Preah Sihanouk International 
Seaport for a five-day visit in Cambodia.  

The purpose of the visit of the USS 
Safeguard ARS-50 to Cambodia is to 
train Cambodian navy with diving 
techniques, according to Captain Ed 
Dickerson and is also aiming at 
strengthening the solidarity between the 
two countries.  

In early 2009, four ships, of them one 
from Australia and the other three from 
Japan, have docked at Preah Sihanouk 
International Seaport.   

Government, development partners 
assess evolution of public financial 
management reform program 

On 06 April 2009, the Royal Government 
of Cambodia and its development 
partners gathered to assess the 
implementation and evolution of the 
public financial management reform 
program. 

H.E. Mr. Keat Chhon, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Economy and 
Finance and many government officials 
as well as development partners’ 



representatives were present at the 
meeting.  

Under the support from the development 
partners, the public financial management 
reform program is aiming at transforming 
the financial management system in 
Cambodia into a system with 
international regulations by 2015.  

The reform program is divided into four 
different steps. The first one has been 
already achieved and the second one has 
been started since December 2008.  

Border posts planting near Preah 
Vihear to start in July 

 

 

 

 

 

On 07 April 2009, Cambodia and 
Thailand agreed to plant border markers 
at disputed areas near Preah Vihear 
Temple. 

H.E. Mr. Var Kim Hong, Chairman of 
the Joint Border Commission of 
Cambodia said that technicians from both 
sides would jointly survey the land near 
the Preah Vihear Temple with the priority 
of planting border posts there.  

Japan to assist Cambodian Red Cross 

The International Foundation for Arts 
and Culture of Japan has planned to 
establish a foundation project in order to 
collect some US$1million to assist 
Cambodian orphans, disabled persons 
and HIV/AIDS victims through 
Cambodian Red Cross (CRC). 

 

 

 

 

 

The project was made known in Phnom 
Penh on 06 April 2009 by Dr. Haruhisa 
Handa, founder and president of the 
International Foundation for Arts and 
Culture of Japan during the meeting with 
Cambodian Premier Samdech Techo Hun 
Sen. 

Cambodia confirms location for 
multilateral peacekeeping exercises  

 

 

 

 

 

Kampong Speu province will be the main 
location for Cambodia to host 
multilateral peacekeeping exercises in 
March 2010.The three weeks of exercises 
will see 2,000 troops from 13 countries to 
participate. The event will be conducted 
in the framework of the Global Peace 
Operations Initiative (GPOI).  

GPOI once held such exercises in 
Bangladesh in 2008, Mongolia in 2007 
and Indonesia in 2009. 

 The event will provide training such as 
field tactical and command post 
operations, but the formal planning and 
preparation for the exercise will not begin 
until late this year.  



Cambodian troops to be sent to Chad 
and Central Africa soon 

On 07 April 2009, H.E. Mr. Prak Sokhon, 
Secretary of Sate of the Council of 
Ministers said that Cambodia would send 
120 Cambodian soldiers to Chad and 120 
others to Central Africa for UN 
peacekeeping mission in the near future.  

Many Chinese investments in 
Cambodia’s industrial sector 

On 07 April 2009, during the meeting 
with Chinese delegation led by Mr. Cao 
Jiang Lin, vice minister of Sciences and 
Technology, H.E. Mr. Suy Sem, Minister 
of Industry, Mines and Energy  
announced that China is a major 
investment partner of Cambodia in all 
fields, especially in hydroelectric power 
and mines sectors. 

 Japan grants US$5.6 million to 
Cambodian Mine Action Center 

The Japanese government has granted 
US$5.6 million to support demining 
activities in Cambodia.  

On 06 April 2009, the agreement was 
signed at Cambodian Mine Action Center 
(CMAC) headquarters by CMAC 
Director General Heng Ratana and 
Project Manager Mr. Yukio Kohsaka.  

The grant will be used to buy modern 
mine-clearance equipment. The new 
equipment will increase the demining 
activities, ensure deminers’ safety and 
increase the work efficiency.  

The total Japanese assistance to support 
CMAC’s activities by providing 
demining equipment is worth US$34.8 
million. 

PM: Halt in endorsements on the 
transfer of land ownership over the 
forest land 

On 09 April 2009, Prime Minister 
Samdech  Techo Hun Sen  instructed the 
local authorities to halt any endorsements 
on the transfer of land ownership over the 
forest and inundated forestlands being 
regarded as the state property and the 
state does not recognize any signature of 
land ownership relating to the forest and 
inundated forestlands. 

The land reform of the royal government 
become a hot issue because there is a 
violation of the state assets from the 
wealthy people and the royal government 
takes a lot of measures such as the 
removal of a high-ranking government 
officials. 

The Cambodian premier also urged all 
the civil servants and the Cambodian 
armed forces to not be involved in the 
land issues so that the royal government 
is able to conduct a good process of land 
reform. 

He also asked the juridical institution to 
crack down on those who break the 
government’s law. 

Cambodian Prime Minister meets Thai 
counterpart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 10 April 2009, Cambodian Prime 
Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen and 
his Thai counterpart Abhisit Vejjajiva 
discussed six major points in the bilateral 
meeting at Pattaya Beach resort in 
Thailand’s eastern province of Chonburi. 



The two Prime Ministers met on the 
sideline of ASEAN +3 and +6 summits, 
and discussed recent clashes on the 
Cambodian-Thai border. The two prime 
ministers agreed that two countries would 
work more closely in order to prevent a 
recurrence of such incidents.  

At the discussion, Thai Prime Minister 
Abhisit also informed his Cambodian 
counterpart that the Thai government had 
approved a budget of 1.4 billion baht 
(approximately US$40 million) for the 
construction of Road 68 linking 
Cambodia and Thailand.  

The two leaders also agreed to boost 
bilateral trade and investment and to 
mutually invest in a hydro-powered 
electricity project in Cambodia. Prime 
Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen 
expressed admiration for the Thai 
counterpart for his role at the G-20 
summit which would contribute to 
economic stimulation in ASEAN.  

On this occasion, Thai premier presented 
an ancient artifact that Thai customs had 
seized while being smuggled in from 
Cambodia in 2000, to Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen. Thailand will return 
six other pieces of Cambodian artifacts to 
Cambodia on 18 April 2009 when Thai 
Prime Minister Abhisit pays an official 
visit to the country.   

PM’s message to Cambodian 
compatriots  

Prime Minister Techo Hun Sen has sent a 
message to Cambodian compatriots 
across the country and in foreign 
countries on Khmer New Year, pointing 
up some objectives to be achieved in the 
year to come. 

In the message, he said in the next year, 
the royal government will make a further 
effort to strengthen the stability, security 
and peace in the country for promoting 
the socio-economic development and 

making a deep reform in conformity with 
the good governance and transparency 
with the spirit of the high responsibility, 
as well as continuing to enhance the 
relation of international cooperation for 
the benefit of the nation and the 
Cambodian people. 

Cambodia gained a diplomatic 
achievement in the past years by 
establishing relationship with the 
countries in the Middle East, through 
which he said the royal government will 
further promote the diplomatic ties 
among those countries to take the 
opportunities for investments, and 
economic and trading cooperation among 
those countries. 

Khmer New Year: U.S. Secretary of 
State’s best wishes to Cambodian 
people 

On the occasion of Khmer New Year 
from 14 to 16 April 2009, H. E. Mrs. 
Hillary Clinton, U.S. Secretary of State 
extended her good wishes to the 
Cambodian people.  

In the letter dated 10 April 2009, she said 
“On behalf of the American people, I 
wish to congratulate the people of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia on the occasion of 
Khmer New Year. This past year has 
been marked by significant progress in 
our relations, including humanitarian ship 
visits by the U.S. military, new 
agreements to implement assistance 
programs in economic development and 
the rule of law, and Peace Corps 
volunteers in 11 provinces,”. And she 
added that “I look forward to the year 
ahead, as our two nations identify even 
greater opportunities to strengthen our 
bilateral ties, as well as to work together 
on mutual areas of interest. We value 
Cambodia's commitment to further its 
social, economic and democratic 
development,. 



Cambodia, Lao agree on cross-border 
transportation 

Cambodia and Lao have agreed on cross-
land border transportation.  

 The agreement was signed on 09 April 
2009, by both ministers of Public Works 
and Transportation at Trapaing Kreal 
(Cambodia)-Nong Nokkhien (Lao) check 
point.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The agreement is aiming to boost 
economic development between the two 
neighboring countries and strengthening 
regional cooperation on overland 
transportation.  

According to the agreement, all kinds of 
vehicle can travel to Siem Reap province, 
the capital city of Phnom Penh 
(Cambodia) and Pakse province and the 
capital city of Vientiane (Lao).  
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National assembly president returns 
home from IPU Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 12 April 2009, the Cambodian 
delegation led by the President of 
National Assembly Samdech Akka Moha 
Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin returned 
home from Ethiopia after attending the 
120th Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
Assembly meeting. 

In Addis Ababa, the Capital of Ethiopia, 
during the IPU meeting from 05 to 10 
APRIL 2009, the Cambodian National 
Assembly president took the floor and 
made his important intervention, and also 
pointed out the current situation of 
economic, political and social 
development in Cambodia, especially 
Cambodia’s experience in building peace, 
democracy and development in the 
country.  
 

 

 

Seminar on understanding of Islam in 
Cambodia  

Phnom Penh, on 20 April 2009, in the 
presence of H.E. Mr. Sar Kheng, Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Interior of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia, there was a 
seminar on “Understanding of Islam in 
Cambodia" for a better harmony of the 
religions and people in the country.  

H.E. Mrs. Carol A. Rodney, U.S. 
Ambassador to Cambodia who was also 
present on the occasion, recalled the U.S. 
Embassy’s relations and assistance to the 
Islamic communities in Cambodia.  

 

 

 

 

 

She further stressed that the U.S. 
Embassy had worked closely with 
Cambodia in the security and law 
enforcement such as drug trafficking 
investigation, national police and Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) 
capacity building and training, and 



cooperation in the investigation of 
terrorists. 

South Korea to provide technical 
assistance to Cambodia 

A delegation of the Korean Development 
Institute has been visiting Cambodia to 
conduct a study on the economic policy 
and micro-finance situation in the 
Kingdom for the future development 
assistance, according to an official of the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The government of the Republic of Korea 
is planning to provide technical 
assistance to two important projects 
related to infrastructure development and 
micro-finance in Cambodia, he said.  

New trade center to be erected soon  

A new trade center is going to be erected 
in the capital city of Phnom Penh soon 
despite the spread of regional and global 
economic recession and financial 
downturn.  

On 27 April 2009, at the City Hall, Mr. 
Sam Ang Vattanac, Executive Director of 
Vattanac-Capitol Bank, revealed the 
construction plan of a 38-strorey high 
skyscraper while meeting with Phnom 
Penh Governor Kep Chuktema. 

The construction of the new US$ 100-
million skyscraper located on an area of 
half a hectare in Daun Penh District will 
be started this year and scheduled to 
complete in 2011. The fund for the 

investment in building the Vattanac-
Capitol Trade Center, which is named 
after his bank, is from his bank’s budget. 

Cambodian soldiers to be sent for 
multi-national peace-keeping exercise 
in Indonesia 

Cambodia planned to send out 61 
Cambodian soldiers for participating in a 
multi-national peace-keeping exercise, 
named Garuda Shield 09, in Indonesia in 
the near future, said Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces (RCAF) General Sem 
Sovanny. 

RCAF General Sem Sovanny, also 
general director of the National 
Management Center for Peace-keeping 
Forces, Mine and ERW (Explosive 
Remnant of War) Clearance, revealed 
this in the opening ceremony of the 4th 
peace-keeping operation training held on 
April 20 at the Institute for peace-keeping 
forces, mine and ERW clearance in 
Oudong district, Kampong Speu 
province, under the presidency of Prak 
Sokhonn, minister attached to the 
Cambodian prime minister. 

Addressing the ceremony, U.S. 
Ambassador Carol A. Rodley praised the 
Cambodian armed forces for their 
development and achievement following 
the de-mining mission in Sudan in 2006. 

A lot of progress was made in all fields in 
Cambodia including the poverty 
reduction, she said, adding that she was 
impressed with the development of 
RCAF in building up the peace-keeping 
forces, through which the prestige and 
the credit were given to the Cambodian 
soldiers by many countries which wished 
to cooperate mainly with Cambodia on 
de-mining field.  

The U.S. continued to provide assistance 
to train Cambodian soldiers for 
participating in a multi-national 
peacekeeping exercise in Indonesia and 



sponsor Cambodia to host multilateral 
peacekeeping exercises in 2010, the U.S. 
ambassador said. 

Holland to continue its support to 
Khmer Rouge tribunal 

 H. E. Mr. Mr. Tiaco Van Den Hout, 
Ambassador of Holland said that his 
government will continue its support to 
the Khmer Rouge tribunal. The remarks 
were made on 21 April 2009, during the 
meeting at the Ministry of Foreign affairs 
and International Cooperation of 
Cambodia, between H.E. Mr. Tiaco Van 
Den Hout, Ambassador of Holland to 
Cambodia and H.E. Mrs. Sun Saphoeun, 
Secretary of State. Holland had provided 
US$2 million to the Khmer Rouge 
Tribunal and it will continue its support 
to the tribunal’s process. 

Meanwhile, she also asked Holland to 
help train Cambodian human resource, 
encourage its investors and tourists to 
Cambodia and support Cambodian 
candidacy as a non-permanent member of 
the United Nations Security Council for 
2013-2014.   

Cambodia, Russia to boost trade and 
investment 

During the meeting between H.E. Mr. 
Hor Namhong, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Foreign affairs and 
International Cooperation of Cambodia 
and H.E. Mr. Valeri Y. Tereshchenko, 
Russian Ambassador to Cambodia on 22 
April 2009, Cambodia and Russia will 
boost trade and investment in the near 
future, Cambodian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation’s 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Both sides agreed that the fundamental 
relationship and cooperation between 
Cambodia and Russia is firm and vowed 
to further promote, especially trade and 
investment. 

“The volumes of trade exchanges 
between Cambodia and Russia have 
reached about US$21 million in 2008. It 
showed an increase of over 7 times if 
compared to 2004. Moreover, the 
Russian investment in Cambodia has 
reached some US$600 million.    Both 
countries also agreed to promote the 
military and cultural exchange programs. 

Koh Puos investment group grants 
US$1 million to Bayon Foundation 

The Russian Businessmen Association 
has granted US$1 million through Koh 
Puos Investment Group to Bayon 
Foundation for social development. 

 

 

 

 

 

The documents of the grant were inked 
here on April 23 by Lok Chumteav Hun 
Mana director general of Bayon TV 
Station and president of Bayon 
Foundation, and Koh Puos Investment 
Group President Mr. Alexy Chepa. 

To maintain food security EC provides 
US$5.11 million for Cambodia  

In order to maintain food security for the 
disadvantaged people, the European 
Community (EC) will provide some 
US$5.11 million for Cambodia, an EC 
press released on 21 April 2009.  

Mr. Rafael Moreno, the EC's country 
director said that non-governmental 
organizations for poverty and hunger 
reduction will use the fund to guarantee 
food supply for rural residents who are 
short of necessary livelihood 



Cambodia is determined to defend its 
sovereignty 

 

 

 

 

 

During the meeting on 24 April 2009,  
Samdech Heng Samrin, President of 
National Assembly told a visiting 
Parliamentarian delegation of Australia 
that “Cambodia is determined to defend 
its territorial integrity and sovereignty,” 
and Cambodia’s stand in maintaining 
good neighboring relationship with 
Thailand and solving their border dispute 
peacefully.  

The Cambodian NA president expressed 
his satisfaction to the investment, 
diplomatic, cultural and economic 
relations between Cambodia and 
Australia.  

Government’s US$7.5 million grant for 
vocational training  

 The Royal Government of Cambodia has 
granted some 30 billion Riel (local 
currency roughly US$7.5 million) to 
provide vocational training to the laid-off 
and unemployed workers, employees and 
young people, aiming at creating 
possibility for them to get new jobs. 

U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission 
acknowledges Cambodia’s rapid 
growth 

Mr. Ted Allegra, newly appointed 
Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S. 
Embassy to Cambodia acknowledged 
swift and immense development in 
Cambodia during the Workshop on 

Understanding Islam in Cambodia held 
on 24 April 2009. 

Mr. Ted Allegra has worked in Cambodia 
from 1998 to 2001 as the director of 
political and economic unit of the U.S. 
Embassy. He said that good road 
infrastructure and mushrooming big 
buildings are tangible evidence for the 
country’s development, and the 
relationship between Cambodia and the 
U.S. also follows the trend.   

ADB, Japan to boost rural incomes, 
youth job skills in Cambodia  

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
and the Government of Japan help boost 
rural incomes and provide job skills for 
unemployed youth in some poorest 
communities of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.  

ADB approved a US$2 million grant 
from the Japan Fund for Poverty 
Reduction (JFPR) to the Government of 
Cambodia for a pilot program that will 
train agricultural producers in post-
harvest food handling, storage and 
processing techniques. It will also fund 
skills training for jobless and out-of-
school youth which is financed by Japan. 

Cambodian young scientist wins three 
world rewards 

In Houston, Texas of the United States of 
America, Sam Ang Manin, a 16-years old 
Cambodian female student has won three 
world rewards in a competition of young 
scientists. 

She has took part in a competition with 
1,200 students from 60 countries, won 
gold medal on energy, rewards on the 
new initiative of the energy solution and 
university scholarship in Turkey. 

And the two others Cambodian female 
students from the same school also won 

http://www.adb.org/projects/project.asp?id=42164
http://www.adb.org/JFPR
http://www.adb.org/JFPR


bronze medial on energy and honorary 
medal on engineering.  

The competition was held from 15 to 20 
April 2009 under the management of the 
International Sustainable World Energy, 
Engineering and Environment Project 
Olympiad in Houston, Texas of the 
United States of America.  

PM urges for continuously supplying 
water to remaining 10 percent of 
Phnom Penh’s residents 

 

 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Samdech  Techo Hun Sen 
called on Phnom Penh Water Supply 
Authority (PPWSA) to continuously 
supply water to remaining 10 percent of 
the city’s residents who do not have 
access to the clean water. 

The water supply system was constructed 
with a total fund of US$26.3 million, 
US$14.6 million of which was provided 
by the French Development Agency and 
US$11.7 million others funded by the 
royal government. 

Chroy Changvar water treatment 
facilities in the second phase are able to 
provide further 65,000 cubic metres of 
water a day, which increases its current 
capacity to 300,000 cubic meters, said  
H.E. Mr. Suy Sem, Minister of Industry, 
Mines and Energy  adding that it extends 
its coverage in the city and to the 
provincial Takhmao town of Kandal. 

In the serial phase, an additional water 
supply plant will be built in Niroth of 
Khan Meanchey with a capacity of 

130,000 cubic meters a day and is 
expected to be completed in 2013. 

PM welcomes re-scheduling of ASEAN 
Summits with Development Partners 

Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Cambodian 
Prime Minister has welcomed the re-
scheduling of the ASEAN related 
summits with its development partners in 
June in Phuket, Thailand. “I wish that the 
ASEAN related summits would take 
place as soon as possible because we 
need funds from China, Japan and South 
Korea to support the countries affected 
by the global financial crisis, and he  
stressed that the success of the ASEAN 
summits is not only the success of 
Thailand, but also the success of ASEAN 
as a whole. 

Vietnamese top list of foreign arrivals 
in Cambodia 

In the first quarter of the year of 2009, 
there are more than 79,700 Vietnamese 
visited Cambodia, marking an increase of 
49 percent over the same period last year, 
according to the Cambodian Ministry of 
Tourism. 

Vietnamese tourists outnumbered visitors 
from the Republic of Korea to account 
for the largest part of foreign visitors to   
Cambodia   in the first three months of 
this year.  

About 62,600 South Korean visitors 
came to Cambodia in the reviewed 
period, a remarkable reduction from 
97,500 in the corresponding period last.  

The ministry has especially streamlined 
entry-exit procedures for tourists from 
the neighboring countries of 
Vietnam, Thailand and Laos, allowing 
them to enter the three Cambodian border 
provinces with laissez-passers and stay 
for a week instead of three days as 
applied before.  



PM meets Liechtenstein’s delegation 

 

 

 

 

 

On 28 April 2009, Samdech Techo Hun 
Sen, Prime Minster of Cambodia, met 
with a delegation of Liechtenstein led by 
Prince Alfred and during the meeting, 
Prince Alfred said that the purpose of his 
visit to Cambodia is to learn more about 
the country and its experience in building 
peace.  

He added that Cambodia’s experience in 
peace finding and country development is 
a heritage for other countries to learn.  

For his parts, the Cambodian Premier 
briefed the Liechtenstein’s delegation of 
the Cambodia’s history and experience in 
peace building and country development. 

PM: ASEAN should have urgent 
meeting on swine flu 

Samdech Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister 
of Cambodia, has proposed an emergency 
meeting of ASEAN to deal with the 
swine flu outbreak. 

Speaking to more than 500 students in a 
graduation ceremony at the National 
Education Institute on 29 April 2009, he 
said ASEAN should convene an urgent 
meeting to seek measures against the 
deadly swine influenza. 

On 28 April 2009, a thermal scanner 
provided by Singapore was installed at 
the Phnom Penh International Airport to 
monitor travelers over possible 
contamination of swine flu. Another 
equipment of its kind will be also 

installed at the Siem Reap International 
Airport.  

On 27 April 2009, the World Health 
Organization and the Ministry of Health 
issued a joint statement, saying that there 
were no reports of swine flu cases in 
Cambodia. 

Cambodia installs scanner at airport to 
spot swine flu contamination 

 

 

 

 
 

On 28 April 2009, Cambodia installed a 
thermal scanner at the Phnom Penh 
International Airport to monitor travelers 
over possible contamination of swine flu. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
and Ministry of Health issued a joint 
statement, saying that there were no 
reports of swine flu cases in Cambodia. 

Cambodia expects to export more rice 
in 2010 

Cambodia expects to regain its status of 
major rice exporter in the region beside 
the Mekong River in 2010. 

The kingdom of Cambodia has managed 
to sell rice to Germany, Malaysia, France 
and African countries, and is now 
negotiating to start such trade with the 
Philippines and some Middle East 
countries. 

Meanwhile, the government is urging rice 
farmers to plant twice in dry season and 
also twice in rainy season in order to 
boost yields. 



In 2008, Cambodia harvested 7.17 
million tons of rice, with over two 
million tons for export, according to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and 
Fisheries.  

Cambodia won 2009 ozone layer 
prevention award  

Cambodia has won leadership award 
2009 in protecting ozone layer from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). 

The award, given on 21 April 2009 in 
Washington to persons or organizations 
for their efforts in protecting the world 
environment, was obtained by Park 
Sokha Ravuth, deputy director of the 
Environmental Inspection Department of 
the Ministry of Environment.  

For Asia, Mongolia and Japan also won 
this award, Mr. Park Sokha Ravuth told 
reporters on April 27 when he returned 
home.  

Cambodia becomes a member of Vienna 
Convention for the Protection of the 
Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol 
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer in June 2001. 

Cambodian PM meets Kuwaiti 
delegation 

 

 

 

 

 

On 29 April 2009, Cambodian Prime 
Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen 
received a visiting Kuwaiti Prince Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, minister of 
Homeland Security. 

At the meeting, Prince Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Fahad Al-Sabah, who is also president 
of the Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA)said that Kuwait will send its 
coaches to Cambodia to train its athletes. 

He added that his visit to Cambodia 
aimed at further strengthening the 
cooperation between Cambodia and 
Kuwait. 

 In reply, Samdech Techo Hun Sen 
suggested the prince to review the 
possibility to establish direct flights 
between the two countries.  

PM underlines government’s effective 
measures to solve emergency problems 
in Cambodia 

Prime Minister Samdech  Techo Hun Sen 
has underlined the effective measures 
taken by the Royal Government to solve 
emergency problems and the strategy for 
facing the challenges of Cambodia in the 
future. 

The Royal Government helped to sustain 
garment industries and footwear 
production being regarded as leading 
products of the country for being 
exported to the U.S. and European 
markets, through which the Royal 
Government gave a subsidization to 
maintain the sustainability of production 
and facilitate the competition, said the 
Cambodian Premier in a statement sent to 
workers, employers, employees and 
countrymen on 123rd anniversary of the 
International Labour Day (May 1). 

He also elaborated the government’s 
contribution to the advantage of the 
subsidization, saying that a special fund 
was given for vocational training to the 
workers and employees; and the burdens 
on paying the risk of monthly job and the 
amortizable payment over the monthly 
profit tax were made. 
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