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ASEAN-U.S. Leaders’
Meeting in New York City

The Second ASEAN-U.S.
Leaders’ Meeting, held on Sept. 24
in New York, was very fruitful.

Delegate Minister attached
to the Prime Minister and Secretary
of State for the Council of
Ministers H.E. Prak Sokhon told
reporters at a press conference at
Phnom Penh International Airport
on Sept. 26 upon the arrival of the
Cambodian delegation led by
Samdech Techo Hun Sen from the
meeting.

According to H.E. Prak
Sokhon, the Second ASEAN-U.S.

Leaders’ Meeting discussed a wide
range of issues related to mutual
interests, including trade
cooperation, investment,
agriculture, food security, culture,
education, science and technology

development, health care,
environment protection, climate
change, exchanges between

peoples, fight against terrorism and
cross-border crimes, etc.

The ASEAN and U.S.
leaders agreed to  resolve
peacefully all disputes based on the
principle of international law, he
said.

They also reached a
consensus on promoting their
relations to a new height, which is
to the strategic level, stressed H.E.
Prak Sokhon.

The Third ASEAN-US
Leaders' Meeting is scheduled to
be held in 2011 on the sidelines of
the Sixth East Asia Summit (EAS)
in Indonesia.
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PM Hun Sen To Join ASEM
8 Summit in Brussels in
Early October

hold Dilateral talk with his
Pakistani counterpart H.E. Shah
Mahmood Qureshi.

Samdech Akka Moha Sena

Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, will lead a high

delegation to attend the ASEM 8
Summit to be held on Oct. 4-5 in
Brussels, Belgium.

The visit will be made at
the invitation of President of the
European Council H.E. Herman
Van Rompuy and Prime Minister
of Belgium H.E. Yves Leterme,
said a press release of the
Cambodian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation dated today.

The delegation will include

Deputy Prime  Minister and
Foreign  Minister H.E. Hor
Namhong, Senior Minister and

Commerce Minister H.E. Cham
Prasidh and other high-ranking
officials of the Royal Government
of Cambodia, it said.

As Cambodia is the country
coordinator for the ASEAN group
of the ASEM, Samdech Techo Hun

Sen will deliver his Opening
Remarks on behalf of ASEAN
group  during the  Opening

Ceremony on Oct. 4 and during the
Plenary Sessions on Oct. 5, he will
also make his intervention on
“Sustainable Development”, the
press release pointed out.

ASEM 8 Summit under the
Theme “Quality of Life”, will issue
two important outcome documents
— ASEM 8 Chair’s Statement and
Declaration of the ASEM 8
Summit on the Global Economic
Crisis.

On the sidelines of the
ASEM 8 Summit, Deputy Prime
Minister H.E. Hor Namhong will

DPM Hor Namhong Meets
UN Secretary General

On the morning of Sept. 27,
on the sidelines of the 65" Session
of the United Nations General
Assembly, in New  York,
Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister H.E. Hor
Namhong and Secretary General of
the United Nations H.E. Ban Ki-
moon, held a bilateral meeting in
which they exchanged views on
various issues of common interest.

During this meeting, H.E.
Hor Namhong briefly informed
H.E. Ban Ki-moon on the general
situation in Cambodia, including
its socio-economic progress, in
particular Cambodia’s remarkable
achievement of the Millennium
Development  Goals (MDGs),
which has earned its place among
twenty countries making the most
progress on MDGs, according to a
press release of the Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation dated
Monday.

H.E. Hor Namhong touched upon

the new development in the
Cambodia-Thailand relations as
well, it said.

The Cambodian Deputy

Prime Minister also praised the
smooth  cooperation  between
Cambodia and the United Nations,

through its twenty-three agencies
in Cambodia.

He also touched on
Cambodia’s participation in the
United Nations’ Peace Keeping
Operation in Sudan, Chad, Central
Africa and Cambodia’s readiness
to send an engineering unit of 212
men for peace keeping mission in
Lebanon.

H.E. Hor Namhong and
H.E. Ban Ki-moon also discussed
the process of the Extraordinary
Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia (ECCC) to try top
leaders of the Khmer Rouge and
the ECCC’s lack of financial
support to proceed further. In this
regards, the Cambodian Deputy
Prime Minister has asked the UN
secretary-general to help to secure
funding in order to address the
budget’s shortfall of the ECCC in
2010 and 2011, added the press
release.

Cambodia To Send

Peacekeeping Forces to
Lebanon

o

Cambodia will dispatch its
troops to join the UN peacekeeping
forces in Lebanon in early October,
a senior government  said
yesterday.

More than 90 trucks
together with demining equipments
departed Kampong Speu
province’s military base yesterday
to Preah Sihanouk  Ville
Autonomous Seaport, where the
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UN vessel is scheduled to ship
them to Lebanon in early October,
said H.E. Prak Sokhon, delegate
Minister attached to the Prime
Minister and chairman of the
National Committee for
Coordinating Affairs with UN
Peacekeeping Mission.

Twenty-Cambodian
advanced mission team will leave
here for Lebanon in mid October to
prepare for 219 Cambodian blue
beret troops, who will join UN
Peacekeeping Mission there.

they lost around US$15 million
due to the strikes and pursued
lawsuits against union leaders and
workers.

American Assistance Helps
Cambodia Achieve MDGs

PM Calls for End of Legal
Action  against  Union
Leaders

Cambodian Prime Minister
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen has urged the
courts to drop legal action against
workers and union leaders and the
factories to accept back the
workers involving in the recent
strikes.

While presiding over a
graduation ceremony held here
yesterday at the National Institute
of Education, Samdech Techo Hun
Sen also called on the workers and
union leaders to respect the labor
law.

It is a win-win solution, he
stressed, asking the workers and
union representatives to consider
factories as a common rice pot. If
something happens to the factories,
the workers are the first to lose, he
said.

But at the same time, employers
also have to think about the
workers’ welfare, he added.

In mid September,
thousands of garment workers
were on strikes to ask for more
raise in minimum wage, while
factories’ owners affirmed that

The U.S.” assistance to
Cambodia has contributed to help
the country in achieving the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), especially in fighting
against HIV/AIDS, malaria and
other infectious diseases.

Acting Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation of Cambodia H.E.
Long Visalo said at the signing
ceremony of amendments to two
bilateral agreements that will
provide US$35.10 million in 2010
funding from the U.S. Agency for
International Development
(USAID) to support the fields of
health and education in Cambodia.

The amendments were
signed here on Sept. 28 by H.E.
Long Visalo and USAID Mission
Director Mr. Flynn Fuller in the
presence of U.S. Ambassador to
Cambodia Mrs. Carol A. Rodley.

Of the total amount, over
US$33.5 million will be used to
support and strengthen the health
sector and the rest to the basic
education sector, said
Undersecretary of State and
spokesman for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation H.E. Koy Kuong.

The U.S. has pledged to assist the
field of health until 2011 and the
field of education until 2013 with
the total amount of US$277
million, said the spokesman,
adding that up to now, some
US$235 million have already
provided to Cambodia.

He further recalled that on
Sept. 19, 2010, Cambodia was
presented with a Millennium
Development Goals Awards for its
national leadership, commitment
and progress towards achievement
of Goal 6 — Combating HIV,
malaria and other diseases, he
recalled.

According to a study of the
Overseas Development Institute
and the United Nations Millennium
Campaign, Cambodia has been
among other 20 countries making
great progress on MDGs.

Acting Foreign Minister
H.E. Long Visalo expressed
profound thanks to the American
government for its contribution to
the strengthening of Cambodia’s
priorities in health and education,
the main factors to alleviate
poverty and to develop human
resource for the socio-economic
development.

In addition to health and
education  activities,  USAID
supports a broad range of programs
designed to benefit all Cambodians
in areas such as human rights, rule
of law, local governance and
decentralization,  anti-corruption,
natural  resource  management,
economic growth, and combating
trafficking in persons, said a news
release of the U.S. Embassy in
Phnom Penh, indicating that
USAID expects to commit a total
of US$69 million in assistance to
Cambodia in 2010.

New Peace
Volunteers Take Oath

Corps

The new Cambodia’s Peace
Corps Volunteers have taken an
oath after being trained in Khmer
language and culture, health care
and teaching skills.
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The swearing-in ceremony
was held on Sept. 23 at the
National Institute of Education
under the presidency of Acting
Prime Minister H.E. Sar Kheng
and U.S. Ambassador to Cambodia
Mrs. Carol A. Rodley.

The 50-member group, the
fourth of its kind, has lived nine
weeks with Cambodian families in
local communities, said John Dara,
Peace Corps country director,
adding that the group is going to
spend another two vyears living
with Cambodian families.

U.S. Ambassador Mrs.
Carol A. Rodley said Peace Corps
is proud to work with Cambodian
side in English teaching, health

care, construction of school
libraries, etc.
For his part, H.E. Sar

Kheng highly evaluated Peace

Corps’ determination and
activities, considering them as an
important contribution to
Cambodian government’s
endeavors in alleviating poverty.

“The presence of Peace
Corps Volunteers in Cambodia
does not only contributes to the
country development and
experience  exchange  between
Cambodian and American peoples,
but also to the dissemination of
Cambodian culture and tradition,
as well as the real situation in
Cambodia to the American
community,” he underlined.

On the occasion, H.E. Sar
Kheng called on Peace Corps to
expand its aid program to the fields
of agriculture and trade.

Asset Declaration To Begin
in January 2011

The asset declaration will
begin on Jan. 1, 2011, said Keo
Remy, spokesman for the National
Council for Anticorruption.

Individuals are required to
declare their assets from Jan. 1,
2011, Mr. Keo Remy said at a
press conference here yesterday to
present the report on the three-
month activities of the
Anticorruption Unit.

Under the corruption law
approved  earlier this  vyear,
members of the Parliament and
government officials appointed by
royal decree or sub-decree are the
target groups. Judicial and civil
society leaders will be also
required to declare their assets and
debts.

More U.S.” Funds for USAID

Economic Growth Program

te ngp g 0020

u.S.

Cambodia and the
have signed an amendment to their

bilateral agreement that will
provide US$16.44 million in 2010
funding from the U.S. Agency for

International
(USAID) to support Cambodian
priorities in economic growth, food

Development

security, and climate

change.

global

The amendment was signed
here yesterday by Deputy Prime
Minister H.E. Sok An and USAID
Mission Director Mr. Flynn Fuller
in the presence of U.S.
Ambassador to Cambodia, Mrs.
Carol A. Rodley.

Under the amendment, the
Royal Government of Cambodia
will provide US$425,000 of in-
kind support.

According to a press
release of the U.S. Embassy, the
funds will be used to support
USAID’s ongoing Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises 2/
Business Enabling Environment
(MSME 2/BEE) program, which
will  continue  support  for
alleviating poverty in rural areas by

increasing the productivity of
family businesses.
This bilateral agreement

also provides funds to support
USAID’s new Helping Address
Rural Vulnerabilities and
Ecosystem Stability (HARVEST)
Program that will support the
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Royal Government of Cambodia’s
national development strategy by
enhancing agricultural production,
developing post-harvest
management capacity, increasing
access to food, and preparing the
country to adapt to climate change,
said the press release.

“Today’s event marks
another  important phase  of
improvement  in  cooperation
between Cambodia and the U.S.,”
said H.E. Sok An, also minister in
charge of the Office of the Council
of Ministers.

This program is not only
about economic cooperation but
also about strengthening of
friendship between Cambodia and
the U.S., he said, believing that the
contribution of the U.S. will offer
mutual benefits and will make the
bilateral relationship between both
countries even more important.

H.E. Sok An urged for
closer, direct cooperation between
USAID and the Royal government

of Cambodia, with the Ilatter
assuming ownership and
responsibility for the

implementation of the program in
the near future.

The Cambodian Deputy
Prime Minister also expressed
appreciation and thanks to the
American government and people
for providing valuable assistance
that contributes to the socio-
economic development of
Cambodia.

Earlier on Sept. 28, Cambodia and
the U.S. also signed amendments
to two bilateral agreements that
will provide US$35.10 million in
2010 funding from USAID to
support the fields of health and
education in Cambodia.

In addition to economic
growth, health and education, the

United States supports a broad
range of programs designed to
benefit all Cambodians, including
programs in human rights, rule of
law, anti-corruption, and
combating trafficking in persons.
The United States, through
USAID, expects to commit US$69
million in development assistance
to Cambodia in 2010.

Korean Company to Invest
in Jatropha Plantation in
Cambodia

The Korean Company of
Del Sol has signed a MoU on the
investment in jatropha plantation
with the Buddhist Association for
Saving the Poor.

The MoU was signed here
on Sept. 26 at Phnom Penh Hotel
by Mr. Sok Sony, honorary
chairman of the  Buddhist
Association for Saving the Poor,
and the representative of Del Sol.

Del Sol has planned to invest in the
plantation of jatropha on an area of
16,000 ha in Cambodia, but for the
first phase, only 6,000 ha of
jatropha will be grown in Romeas
Hek district of southeastern Svay
Rieng province, said Mr. Sok
Sony.

The first phase will begin in early
2011, he added.

According to Mr. Sok
Sony, jatropha’s oil can be
processed into diesel, fragrant

products and soap, and the leftover
will be used as natural fertilizer.
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VYietnamese President
Concludes Visit in
Cambodia

President of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, H.E. Nguyen
Minh Triet concluded on Aug. 28
his three-day state visit in
Cambodia.

On Aug. 27 at the Royal
Palace, the visiting Vietnamese
president was received in royal
audience by His Majesty Norodom
Sihamoni, King of Cambodia. Both
sides agreed to continue to further
consolidate and expand the
traditional ties of friendship and
cooperation between the two
countries and peoples.

Following on the same day,
Vietnamese President Nguyen
Minh Triet held talks with First
Vice President of the Senate
H.R.H. Sisowath Chivoan Monirak
and Acting President of the
National Assembly H.E. Nguon

Nhel. The Cambodian leaders
highly evaluated the visit of the
Vietnamese president to
Cambodia, which, they said,
helped prove the good relationship
and solidarity between the senior
leaders of the two nations and
further foster the cooperation in all
domains between Cambodia and
Vietnam.

Also on the same day,
during their meeting, Cambodian
Prime Minister Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen
and visiting Vietnamese H.E.
President Nguyen Minh Triet
underlined that the development of
Cambodia and Vietnam are
inseparable from both countries’
mutual support and contribution,
leng Sophalet, assistant to the
Cambodian premier told reporters
upon the bilateral talks.

The two leaders were
committed to push the border
landmark planting and demarcation
so that the work could be
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completed as agreed by both sides
in order to build a border with
peace, friendship, and cooperation,
he added.

During  his  wvisit in
Cambodia from Aug. 26 to 28, the
Vietnamese president also paid
respects to Great Supreme
Patriarchs Tep Vong and Bour
Kry. He joined in with Cambodian

Deputy Prime  Minister and
Finance Minister H.E. Keat Chhon
in the talks on “Experience,
potential and opportunities for
Vietnamese investors in
Cambodia.”

He attended the opening
ceremony of representative office
of the Voice of Vietnam based in
Phnom Penh and visited the
Cambodian-Vietnamese Friendship
School in  Kampong Chhnang
province before returning home.

The visit of President of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
H.E. Nguyen Minh Triet in
Cambodia was made following the
visit to Hanoi, Vietnam on June
22-25, 2010 by King Norodom
Sihamoni, King-Father Norodom
Sihanouk and  Queen-Mother
Norodom Monineath Sihanouk.

meeting last Wednesday in Phnom
Penh with Secretary of State at the
Ministry of National Defense of
Cambodia  General Moeung
Samphan.

In any events and
circumstances, the people and the
armed forces of China keep
continuing  their support and
assistance to the Royal Cambodian
Armed Forces (RCAF), said Sr
Colonel Wu Xiao Yi, who led a
military  delegation to  visit
Cambodia, adding that though the
support is in a small scale, it is
genuine.

He also told General
Moeung Samphan of his visit here,
the purpose of which he said is to
supervise ~ some  construction
buildings funded by China’s
Ministry of National Defense,
including the infantry institute and
the Preah Ketomealea military
hospital, he said.

In reply, Gen. Moeung
Samphan expressed his profound
thanks to the military aids provided
subsequently by the government of
China, especially to the RCAF’s
reform program.

Prey Veng and Svay Rieng
provinces.

The program entails
thematic areas such as
improvement  of  agricultural
productivity, post-harvest
technology, the enforcement of the
legal procedure concerning
agricultural ~ sector, and the
management, preservation and
development of natural resources
and of climate change.

Mr. Flynn Fuller
emphasized in the meeting that
USAID will make sure the
implementation of HARVEST
program is in line with existing
government’s policies and strategy.
The program unpacking demands
close cooperation with the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries as well as with concerned
development agencies.

U Parliamentarians
Pledge to Assist
Cambodia’s Health

China Pledges to Continue
Its Support and Assistance
to RCAF

Five-year HARVEST
Program in Cambodia

China has reiterated its
position to  strengthen  the
cooperation  with ~ Cambodia’s
Ministry of National Defense.

The comment was made by
Sr Colonel Wu Xiao Yi, head of
the office of Asian Affairs under
the Department of International
Relations of the Ministry of
National Defense of the People’s
Republic of China, during his

Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Minister H.E. Chan
Sarun on Aug. 27 met with USAID
Mission Director Mr. Flynn Fuller
to discuss the implementation of
HARVEST (Helping  Address
Rural Vulnerabilities and
Ecosystem Stability) program in
Cambodia.

With the life span of five
years, the USAID-funded program
will begin in November this year.
It will cover all provinces around
the Tonle Sap Great Lake, and

A group of EU
parliamentarians have pledged to
boost long-term assistance to
Cambodia’s public health sector to
achieve the 5"  Cambodian
Millennium  Development Goal
(CMDG) by 2015.

The commitment was made known
at a press conference here on Aug.
217.

On the occasion, the EU
parliamentarians expressed their
interests in  the Cambodian
people’s welfare development in
rural area.

The EU parliamentarians
are from Belgium, Germany,
Lithuania, Spain and France,
arrived here on Aug. 22 for a
week-long visit to Cambodia.
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During their stay in
Cambodia, the EU
parliamentarians have met with
Permanent Deputy Prime Minister
Mrs. Men Sam An, Health Minister
Dr. Mam Bun Heng, Anti-
HIV/AIDS Cambodian Alliance
Organization (KHANA) director,
representatives  of  concerned
ministries, NGOs and local
authorities as well.

existing friendly ties and the
bilateral cooperation between the
Kingdom of Cambodia and the
Slovak Republic, it said.

Cambodian PM: Relations
between Cambodia and
Thailand Go Down Due to
Thailand’s Encroachment
on Cambodian Territory

Slovak President To Visit
Cambodia in Early
September

President of the Slovak
Republic H.E. Ivan Gasparovic
will lead a high delegation to pay a
State Visit to the Kingdom of
Cambodia from Sept. 7 to 10, at
the invitation of His Majesty Preah
Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath
Norodom Sihamoni, King of
Cambodia.

The Slovak president will
be received in Royal Audience by
His Majesty the King at the Royal
Palace, said a press release of the
Cambodian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation.

Besides, H.E. Ivan
Gasparovic will receive courtesy
calls by Samdech Akka Moha
Thamma Pothisal Chea Sim,
President of the Senate, Samdech
Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng
Samrin, President of the National
Assembly, and Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister.

During the visit, the Slovak
president will also visit Angkor
temples in Siem Reap province, the
press release added.

The wvisit is aimed at
strengthening and expanding the

said

Cambodian premier
the relations between Cambodia
and Thailand went down due to

Thailand’s  encroachment  on
Cambodian territory and ex-Thai
Premier Thaksin  Shinawatra’s
resignation does not comply with a
request of Bangkok.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia said this while presiding
over a ceremony held at the
National Institute of Education to
confer certificates to students who
graduated from the private
University of Human Resources.

The Cambodian premier
also blasted Thai politicians in
Bangkok for misunderstanding

him.
On the part of Thaksin's
resignation, he said, Cambodia

only approved his request to do so
and his resignation had nothing

related to any interest for

Cambodia and Thailand.

He said he cannot be
satisfied  with  relation  with
Thailand as long as Thai soldiers
maintain a  presence inside
Cambodian territory.

The Cambodian premier
also appealed to Thai parliament to
approve agreements made by the
foreign ministers of the two
countries in order to help solve the
border problem.

He said once the three
agreed minutes approved by the
Thai parliament, after then it will
pave the way for the two
governments to continue smooth
talks and will help solve the border
problem.

“Cambodia is still patient to
solve the border dispute by
peaceful means in a framework of
bilateral talks and if there is
nothing changed in a withdrawal of
Thai army from Cambodian soil,
the third mediation is still
necessary to solve border conflict
between the two nations,” he said.

The Cambodian prime
minister also said he is ready to
hold talks with Thai Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and
such meeting will be learned in the
several upcoming venues and
events such as Asia-Europe to be
held in Brussels early in October,
ASEAN Summit to be held in
Vietnam in late October or leaders'
meeting of ACMECS to be held in
Cambodia in November.
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Cambodia To Build 555-
meter Tower in Phnom
Penh

Cambodian Prime
Minister Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen has
announced a project to build a 555-
meter tower on Koh Pich Island,
Phnom Penh.

The Royal Government of
Cambodia is planning with the
private sector to build a 555-meter-
tall tower, which would be shorter
than the Dubai’s tower (828
meters) and taller than other
buildings in Asia, the Cambodian
premier said at a graduation
ceremony yesterday.

“I think we can do it. I
have sent the building’s plan to
H.E. Im Chhun Lim (minister of
Land Management, Urban
Planning and Construction), H.E.
Kep Chutema (Phnom Penh

governor) and H.E. Pung Kheav Se
Canadia

(director general of
Bank),” he added.

With this highest building, people
will be able to see the beautiful
landscape of Phnom Penh and
Tonle Sap River, he said. --AKP

EU  Supports Kampot
Pepper Promotion
Association

Mr. Nguon Lay, president
of the Kampot Pepper Promotion
Association said pepper plantations
in Kampot and Kep provinces can
harvest more than 17 tons annual.

The European Union has
encouraged the Kampot Pepper
Promotion Association to improve
the quality of pepper production
for the European Union market.

Mr. Rafael Dochao
Moreno, chargé d’affaires of the
EU Delegation to Cambodia, said
this during his recent visit to
Kampot province to inspect some
EU funded projects.

Cambodia’s pepper can be
sold from US$30 to US$100 per
kilogram in the European market,
while in Cambodia the price is
only from US$10 to US$12 per
kilogram, he said.

Anti-Corruption Unit
Officers Sworn In
Fourteen of the 100

members of the Anti-corruption
Unit took an oath here yesterday at
the Court of Appeal to implement
their profession as judicial police
and to begin investigating
suspected corruption cases.

The swearing-in is in
conformity with the article 67 of
the 2007 Penal Code.

The 14 members include
the chairman and the three vice-
chairmen of the Anti-corruption
Unit.

Uk Savuth, prosecutor-
general of the Court of Appeal,
said the Anti-corruption Unit’s
judicial police was empowered to
arrest any suspects of corruption.

Finance Minister Shows
Cambodia’s Potentials in
Cambodia-"Vietnam

Business Forum
Deputy Prime  Minister
H.E. Keat Chhon, minister of

Economy and Finance said that
Cambodia has a considerable

potential for agriculture, agro-
industry, infrastructure, export
industry, tourism and natural
resources.

H.E. Keat Chhon said this
in a Cambodia-Vietham business
forum held here on Aug. 28 with
the participation of Vietnam’s
President H.E. Nguyen Minh Triet,

who is on a three-day state visit to
Cambodia.

He said Cambodia’s
economic growth is expected to
reach around 5 percent in 2010.

“The inflation goes down
dramatically due to the decrease of
the food price and the exchange

——
N
| —






rate in Cambodian currency against
US dollars remained stable.”

“The gross international
reserved fund increased to over
US$2.5 billion in the first six
months of 2010 from US$2.3
billion in early 2010, a figure
ensuring the importation for more
than 4 months.”

He said the royal
government under the clear-sighted
leadership of Prime Minister
Samdech  Techo Hun  Sen,
Cambodia could maintain the
macro-economic stability, financial
sector and social stability, mainly
promoting the livelihood of
Cambodian people.

A series of agreements
between Cambodia and Vietnam
was signed to promote the
investment in the countries,
according to the minister.

invested in
finance-

Vietnam has
agriculture, mining,

banking, healthcare, energy, light
industry and hydro-electricity in
Cambodia.

Cambodia To Host 2011
ASEAN Tourism Forum

has
to host
ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF).

Cambodia
announced

officially
the 2011

The announcement of the
2011 ATF and the Tourism
Ministry’s new website
(www.tourismcambodia.org) were
made here on Aug. 31 at Naga
World Hotel under the presidency

of Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister in charge of the Office of
the Council of Ministers H.E. Sok

An, with the participation of some
1,000 government officials, private
sector’s representatives and foreign
ambassadors to Cambodia.

According to Tourism
Minister H.E. Thong Khon, the
upcoming ATF under the theme
“ASEAN - A world of Wonders
and Diversity” will be held from
Jan. 18 to 21, 2011 at Koh Pich
Conference and Exhibition Center.
Cambodian Prime Minister
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen will preside over
the opening ceremony of the
forum, he said.

The forum will hold a
series of related meetings including
ASEAN

Tourism Ministerial

Meeting, ASEAN Tourism
Ministerial Meeting with dialogue
partners, ASEAN Tourism
Conference (ATO); tourism

exhibition TRAVEX with around
420 booths; and a friendly golf
tournament organized and
sponsored by CNN.

For his part, H.E. Sok An
said that the forum is an important
opportunity for all countries,
especially the ASEAN member

countries, ASEAN+3 and
ASEAN+India, Australia and
Russia to share  opinions,

experiences and strategies for the
tourism development.

Cambodia used to host the
forum of its kind in Jan. 2003 in
Phnom Penh.




http://www.tourismcambodia.org/
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Slovak President Arrives in

Cambodia

President of the Slovak
Republic H.E. Ivan Gasparovic
arrived here today to begin his
three-day state visit in Cambodia
from Sept. 7 to 10, at the invitation
of His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech
Preah  Boromneath  Norodom
Sihamoni, King of Cambodia.

He was welcomed at
Phnom Penh International Airport
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of the Royal Palace H.E.
Kong Sam Ol and other high-
ranking officials.

The official welcoming
ceremony was held on September
8, 2010 at the Royal Palace.

According to a press
release of the Cambodian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and
International  Cooperation, the
Slovak president was received in
Royal Audience by His Majesty
the King.

Besides, he respectively
received courtesy calls by
Samdech Akka Moha Thamma
Pothisal Chea Sim, President of the
Senate, Samdech Akka Moha
Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin,
President of  the National
Assembly, and Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister.

H.E. Ivan  Gasparovic
visited Angkor temples in Siem
Reap province, the press release
added.

The visit was aimed at
strengthening and expanding the
existing friendly ties and the
bilateral cooperation between the

——
H
| —





Kingdom of Cambodia and the
Slovak Republic, it said.

Indian  President To  Visit

Cambodia Next Week

IHH-H

President of the Republic of
India, Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh
Patil will lead a high delegation to
pay a state visit to the Kingdom of
Cambodia from Sept. 13 to 18, at
the invitation of His Majesty Preah
Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath
Norodom Sihamoni, King of
Cambodia.

The Indian president will
be received in Royal Audience by
His Majesty the King at the Royal
Palace, said a press release of the
Cambodian Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and International
Cooperation dated today.
Besides, Mrs. Pratibha

Devisingh Patil will respectively
receive courtesy calls by Samdech
Akka Moha Thamma Pothisal
Chea Sim, President of the Senate,
Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea
Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of
the National Assembly, and
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister.

During the visit, the Indian
President and the Cambodian
Premier will preside over the
signing  ceremony of two
documents including the
Memorandum of Understanding
for cooperation between the
National Audit Authority of
Cambodia and the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India, and the

Agreement for Stung Tasal Water
Resources Development Project
(Phase 2) between the Royal
Government of Cambodia and the
Export-Import Bank of India, the
press release added.

WB Vice President Appreciates
Cambodian PM’s Leadership

Cambodia, Australia Satisfied
with Their Cooperation

Cambodian Prime Minister
Samdech Techo Hun Sen and out-
going Australian Ambassador to
Cambodia, Ms. Margaret Adamson
have shared the same view over the
good cooperation between
Cambodia and Australia.

They agreed that the two
countries’ cooperation has started
since Australian contribution in
Cambodia’s peace seeking and its
assistance to different domains in
the country.

During the meeting here on
Sept. 6, the Cambodian Premier
also thanked Ms. Adamson for her

endeavors in strengthening the
cooperation between both
countries, said leng Sophalet,

assistant to Samdech Techo Hun
Sen.

The Prime Minister further
highly  appreciated = Cambodia-
Australia cooperation in combating
human trafficking, cross border
crimes and terrorism.

For her part, Ms. Margaret
Adamson expressed her
satisfaction with her diplomatic
mission in Cambodia. She also
thanked the Cambodian officials

for their cooperation and the
Kingdom for its support to
Australia’s role in ASEAN

community and other international
institutions.

Visiting  Senior  Vice
President of the World Bank (WB),
Mr. Justin Yifu Lin has praised
Cambodia for its successes, which
he said reflected the wise and right
leadership of Cambodian Prime
Minister Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen.

Mr. Lin also lauded the
Kingdom for its economic
development despite the global
financial crisis, leng Sophalet,
assistant to the Cambodian Premier
told reporters here on Tuesday
upon the meeting between
Samdech Techo Hun Sen and Mr.
Justin Yifu Lin.

The WB senior vice
president  further said that
Cambodia is among the five

countries that have achieved the
Millennium Development Goals.

He also informed the
Cambodian prime minister of his
first visit to Cambodia, the purpose
of which, he said, is to learn more
about Cambodia’s development
and to contribute to helping the
country towards development as
WB has done so far.

For his part, Samdech Techo
Hun Sen detailed his guest of four
of the ten priorities set out by the
Royal Government of Cambodia
since 1987 to promote national
economic development, including
construction of irrigation system
for  the agricultural  field,
development of physical
infrastructure and
telecommunications, resolution to
electricity issue and human
resource development.

WB Senior Vice President
Mr. Justin Yifu Lin arrived here on
Sept. 6 for a three-day visit. During
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his stay, he has held talks with
Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister H.E. Keat Chhon
and  witnessed the  signing

ceremony of credit and grant
agreements to support Cambodia’s
higher education project. He also
visited ACLEDA Bank Plc. to

learn about its rapid development
and the country’s banking and
financial sector as well.

PM Welcomes Chinese
Company’s Investment Project

Prime Minister Samdech
Techo Hun Sen has welcomed the
investment project of the China
Inner Mongolia Erdos Houngju
Investment Co., Ltd.

In a meeting here on
Wednesday, Mr. Weng Linxiang,
chairman of China Inner Mongolia
Erdos Houngju Investment Co.
Ltd, told the Cambodian Premier
of his company’s investment

project in Cambodia, including the
establishment of a power plant in
Preah Sihanouk province, a factory
to produce aluminum products and
real estate sector.

Mr. Weng also explained his
company’s interest to invest in
Cambodia by the good relationship
between Cambodia and China and
by the Cambodia’s development,
political stability, peace and social
security, the key factors to
encourage investors to invest in the
Kingdom.

He further said his company is
among the 500 biggest companies
in China.

In reply, Samdech Hun Sen
warmly welcomed the investment
project and recommended the
Chinese company to discuss in
detail with the Cambodian
Ministry of Industry, Mines and
Energy and other relevant
institutions.

WB Extends US$23 Million for
Higher Education Project in
Cambodia

The World Bank (WB) has
provided US$23 million in credit
and grant to support the Higher
Education Quality and Capacity
Improvement Project in Cambodia.

The credit and grant agreements
were signed here yesterday by
Minister attached to the Prime
Minister and Finance Secretary of
State H.E. Aun Porn Moniroth, and
WB Country Director Ms. Annette
Dixon.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister H.E. Keat Chhon,
Education Minister H.E. Im Sethy
and many other government
officials as well as visiting WB
Senior Vice President Mr. Justin
Yifu Lin witnessed the signing
ceremony.

According to a press
release of the Cambodian Ministry
of Economy and Finance, the total
amount of funding comprises
US$11.5 million in credit and
US$11.5 million in grant.

The five-year Higher Education
Quality and Capacity Improvement
Project is aimed at improving the
quality of education, management
and research capacity at the higher
education, and to  provide
scholarships to 1,000 poor
students, the press release said.

“Since 1993, WB’s total
assistance to Cambodia reached to
US$1,059 billion, of which grants
amounted to US$345.5 million and
credits to US$713.5 million,” said
H.E. Aun Porn Moniroth on the
occasion.

Slovakia Seeks Investment
Opportunities in Cambodia

Slovakian businessmen met
here yesterday in a business forum
with Cambodian businessmen and
government officials to learn more
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about investment opportunities in
Cambodia and trade exchange.

The business forum was co-
chaired by Cambodian Senior
Minister and Commerce Minister
H.E. Cham Prasidh and Slovakian
Minister of Economy H.E. Juraj
Miskov.

On the occasion, H.E. Kong
Vibol, secretary of state at the
Ministry of Economy and Finance
said the forum will reflect another
progress in  the relationship
between Cambodia and Slovakia.

The economic growth of
both countries is nearly the same,
he said, adding that in 2010,
Cambodia’s economic growth is

estimated to reach around 5
percent, while that of Slovakia
around 4 percent.

H.E. Kong Vibol further
informed the Slovakian
businessmen of  Cambodia’s
investment potentiality, especially
in the fields of agriculture, tourism
and mine resources.

For his part, H.E. Jurgj
Miskov said the forum is a good
opportunity for both countries’
businessmen to learn from each
other.

Slovakia, a member of the
European  Union, has high
potentiality in industrial, electric,
chemical and mine sectors.

Cambodian Senior Minister
H.E. Cham Prasidh said Cambodia
welcomes all foreign investments,
underlining that besides political
and macroeconomic stability, the
Kingdom is also benefited from
trade preferences from 34 countries
including Slovakia.

According to the statistics
of  Slovakian Chamber  of
Commerce, in 2009 the bilateral

trade between Cambodia and
Slovakia was around
US$6,005,000, of which

Cambodia’s export to Slovakia was
amounted to US$6 million.

Cambodian Tourists to Foreign
Countries Up 61 Percent in Seven
Months

The number of Cambodian
tourists visiting foreign countries
has increased 61 percent in seven
months in 2010, a tourism official
was quoted by Chinese News
Agency  Xinhua as  saying
Thursday.

Kong Sopheareak, director
of statistic department of Ministry
of Tourism said in seven months
this year, the number of
Cambodian tourists visiting foreign
countries was 276,607 an increase
of 61 percent compared to the
same period last year that was
recorded at 171,802.

Kong

Sopheareak,
however, said his ministry has not
collected figures of those visiting
any particular country, saying such
data will be made available only by
the recipient countries.

He said the increase of
more Cambodians visiting foreign
countries is indicating that the
living condition of the people is
better and improved, while, at the
same time, the visa exemptions to
neighboring countries, is another
cause that motivates the people
traveling abroad.

So far, Cambodian people
enjoy free visa access or visa
exemption to four countries of the
ten-number states of Association of
Southeast Asian Nations: Vietnam,

«w«w%@\%@»w\,
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Laos, Singapore, and the
Philippines.

In recent years, there have
been many local companies

advertising their tour arrangements
to many parts of the world.

On the part of foreign

tourists visiting Cambodia, the
statistics showed that in seven
months of 2010, there were

1,423,505 foreign tourists visited
the country.

The number showed a significant
increase of 13.85 percent compared
to the same period in 20009.

Kong Sopheareak said
preliminary estimate predicts that
Cambodia will receive around 2.4
million tourist arrivals in 2010, an
increase of approximately 12
percent.
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President of the Republic of

India, Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh
Patil arrived here today to begin
her week-long state visit, at the
invitation of His Majesty Preah Bat

Samdech Preah Boromneath
Norodom  Sihamoni, King of
Cambodia.

She was welcomed at

Phnom Penh International Airport
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of the Royal Palace H.E.
Kong Sam Ol and many other
Cambodian high-ranking officials.

As scheduled, the Indian
President was received in Royal

Besides, Mrs. Pratibha
Devisingh Patil was respectively
received courtesy calls by
Samdech Akka Moha Thamma
Pothisal Chea Sim, President of the
Senate, Samdech Akka Moha
Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin,
President of the  National
Assembly, and Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister.

During the visited from
Sept. 13 to 18, the Indian president
and the Cambodian premier was
preside over the signing ceremony
of two documents including the
Memorandum of Understanding
for cooperation between the
National Audit Authority of
Cambodia and the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India, and the
Agreement for Stung Tasal Water
Resources Development Project
(Phase 2) between the Royal
Government of Cambodia and the
Export-Import Bank of India.
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PM ToO PARTICIPATE IN THE
SECOND ASEAN-U.S.
LEADERS’ MEETING IN NEW
YORK

Atlantic
ooooo

Samdech Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, will lead a high
delegation to participate in the
Second ASEAN-U.S. Leaders’
Meeting on Sept. 24 in New York
City, at the invitation of U.S.
President H.E. Barack Obama.

The leaders will exchange
views on important regional and
international issues of common
interest and concern, as well as
cooperation between ASEAN and
U.S., said a press release of the
Cambodian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation dated today.

The delegation will include
Deputy Prime  Minister and
Foreign  Minister H.E. Hor
Namhong and other high-ranking
officials of the Royal Government
of Cambodia.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen
will also hold bilateral meeting
with his Thai counterpart Abhisit
Vejjajiva on the sidelines of the
Second ASEAN-U.S. Leaders’
Meeting.

Besides, Deputy Prime Minister
H.E. Hor Namhong will lead a
delegation to participate in the
High Level Plenary Meeting on
MDG’s and the 65" Session of the
United Nations General Assembly
to be held from Sept. 20 to 22 and
from Sept. 23 to Oct. 1
respectively, in New York City.

During the meeting, H.E.
Hor Namhong  will  deliver
speeches at the High Level Plenary
Meeting on MDG’s on Sept. 21
and at the 65" Session of the UN
General Assembly on Sept. 28.

CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT
AND UNDP Discuss 201 1-
2015 ACTION PLANS

plans, adding that the meeting
concentrated on the opportunity of
ensuring each of the sectors for
reflecting the relative supremacy of
UNDP and promoting the
effectiveness as a development
partner.

Cambodian government
officials and officials of the
resident United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP)
had a gathering on Sept. 15 for
discussing the action plans of the
country 2011-2015 UN millennium
development program to be
implemented as of next year.

The meeting was presided
over by H.E. Chheang Yanara,
delegate minister attached to the
Cambodian premier and general
secretary of the Committee for
Rehabilitation and Development of
Cambodia and Ms. Elena
Tischenko, UNDP country
director, said an official of the
Council of the Development of
Cambodia (CDC).

The action plans of the
country 2011-2015 UN millennium
development program is a main
core for a detail agreement on the
support of UN  millennium
development program to be carried
out in Cambodia next year, he said.

The meeting is aimed at
reaffirming the support for the four
main sectors of UNDP including
the poverty reduction, democratic
governance, environment and
climate change, and inter-sector
issues including gender equity, he
said.

H.E. Chheang Yanara said the
royal government was now
working closely with UNDP to
build the country 2011-2015 action

CAMBODIA, VIETNAM ACT
TO PROTECT AQUATIC
SPECIES

Cambodian and
Vietnamese  National Mekong
Committees on Sept. 15 jointly
held a ceremony in southern Dong
Thap province of Vietnam to
release 50,000 baby Giant Barb, a
rare  fish species, into the
headwaters of the Mekong river,
reported Vietnam News Agency
(VNA).

The ceremony was aimed at
raising people’s awareness on the
importance of preserving
endangered species in the Mekong
basin, particularly protecting local
fish  species, increasing the
population of Giant Barb and

boosting  cross-border  fishing,
VNA said.

Representatives from
Cambodia, Vietnam and the

Mekong River Commission agreed
that growing Giant Barb would
contribute to economic
development in the Mekong basin
region. The ceremony to release
Giant Barb marked cooperation in
fishing between communities and
authorities of localities along the
two countries’ border.

Giant Barb is the biggest
freshwater ~ fish  species in
Southeast Asia. The released baby
fishes will have a weight of 1kg
each after a year and 7kg after
three years.
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JAPAN TO CONSIDER
MORE ASSISTANCE TO
CAMBODIA

Japan will consider
providing more assistance on
human resource development for
Cambodian dolphin preservation,
Khmer Rouge Tribunal and
investment.

The remarks were made
known during a meeting here last
Friday between Cambodian Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister in
charge of the Office of the Council
of Ministers H.E. Sok An and
visiting State Secretary for Foreign
Affairs of Japan H.E. Osamu
Fujimura.

Cambodia has been
working hard to preserve the
country’s increased dolphins to
around 160 as these mammals have

been playing a key role in
attracting both  national and
international  tourists.  Human

resource for the preservation of
these dolphins remains insufficient.

Regarding the  Khmer
Rouge  Tribunal, which is
undergoing  financial  lacking,

Japan is a key donor for the trial —
having funded 45 percent of the
total funding for its operation so
far. More funding and time are
further needed in order to ensure a
proper completion of the historic
trial process.

In terms of the investment
to Cambodia, Japan has remained
the biggest donor for Cambodia,
but its investment is still limited if
compared to other countries.

The Japanese side represented by
H.E. Osamu Fujimura promised to
forward the proposed assistance for
his government’s consideration.

PM HUN SEN INAUGURATES
FLOOD PROTECTION AND
DRAINAGE SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENT FACILITY

Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen has profoundly thanked
the people and government of

Japan  for  their  continuous
assistance and  support to
Cambodia in  the  national

restoration and construction.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen
was speaking in Phnom Penh
Thursday at the inauguration of
US$19.2 million flood protection
and drainage system improvement
facility built for the Capital of
Phnom Penh with the Japan’s grant
aid.

“It is our national
achievement that resulted from
proper and clear consideration of
the Royal Government of
Cambodia and from the joint
efforts of the relevant ministries
and agencies, Phnom Penh
Municipality, and the Government
of Japan,” he said.

Prime Minister Samdech
Hun Sen called on all people and
local authorities at all levels to help
protect  and preserve  the
achievement, which, he said, was
for the common benefit and the
historic heritage as well.

Japanese Ambassador to
Cambodia H.E. Mr. Kuroki
Masafumi said he was delighted to
have known that the officials of the
Municipality of Phnom Penh had
performed the effective works to
preserve the flood protection and
drainage system facility.

Appealing to the people of
Phnom Penh to cooperate in the
preservation of the facility, he said
their participation was really

important to demonstrate their
mastership of the facility.

“We have to continue to
work together to develop the
Capital of Phnom Penh at present
and in the future to make it become
an important source of economic
growth, representing the
progressive society in the modern
era, Prime Minister Samdech Hun
Sen pointed out.

He underlined the
importance of participation by
people in making the city clean,
saying “despite having a prime
minister or a governor who is one
hundred times better, it would still
be impossible to achieve because
making a country progressive
necessarily requires the people’s
participation.”

PPWSA WINS STOCKHOLM
INDUSTRY WATER AWARD
2010

World  standard  water
supply and self-dependency of
Phnom Penh  Water  Supply
Authority (PPWSA) on Sept. 8
won it the Stockholm Industry
Water Award 2010 given by His
Majesty of King XVI Gustaf of
Sweden.

According to the Internal
Award Jury, “The PPWSA has
successfully fought corruption and
shown this can be achieved in a
developing country on a large-
scale basis using simple but
effective management techniques
that are based on well-accepted
business principles and strategies.”

PPWSA General Director Ek Sonn
Chan who led the delegation for
the award at Sweden’s Stockholm
city returned to Cambodia three
days later with more commitment:
“Our authority will expand the
water supply with the same price
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and standard quality to the suburb
of Phnom Penh Capital and Kandal
provincial town located adjacent to
Phnom Penh.”

To date, the Phnom Penh
Water Supply Authority provides
24-hour service which is covering
90 percent of approximately 1.3
million dwellers of the capital.

“We continue to reduce
water losses due to leakages in
pipes and pumps from 5.9 percent
now to 4 percent in 2020 which
will allow us to achieve the same
status as Singapore and Tokyo
cities,” said H.E. Ek Sonn Chan
upon his arrival at Phnom Penh
International Airport, adding that
the Capital City of Cambodia is
fortunate to be located near the
joint of four rivers, namely Upper
Mekong, Lower Mekong, Tonle
Sap and Bassac — ever-lasting
water sources.

Let alone the Stockholm
Industry Water Award 2010,
PPWSA received two other
international awards, one in 2004
and the other one in 2006.

FILE OO2: FOUR SENIOR
KHMER ROUGE LEADERS
INDICTED AND SENT FOR
TRIAL

The Co-Investigating
Judges of the Extraordinary
Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia (ECCC), You Bunleng
and Marcel Lemonde, signed the
Closing Order for Case File 002,
indicting four senior Khmer Rouge

leaders and sending them for trial.

The four Khmer Rouge leaders —
Nuon Chea, leng Sary, leng Thirith
and Khieu Samphan - were
indicted on charges of crimes
against humanity, genocide against
Cham Muslims and Vietnamese,
grave breaches of the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949
and offences under the Cambodian
Criminal Code 1956, the co-
investigating judges said at a press
conference here on Sept. 16.

According to Judge You
Bunleng, 2,000 of the 4,000 Civil
Party applications have been
declared admissible.

The co-investigating judges
also signed a Dismissal Order in
respect of Kaing Guek Eav, alias
Duch, who had been tried and
convicted separately by the ECCC
on July 26, 2010.

On the occasion, Marcel
Lemonde announced his
resignation as of December. He
will be replaced by German
Siegfried Blunk.

Nuon Chea, 84, was former
national assembly president; leng
Sary, 84, former deputy prime
minister and foreign minister; his
wife, leng Thearith, 77, former
minister of social affairs; and
Khieu Samphan, 78, former head
of state of the Democratic
Kampuchea, the genocidal regime

between 1975-1979, which
resulted in millions of victims,
including an estimated 1.7 to 2.2
million deaths, of which
approximately ~ 800,000  were
violent.

The hearing for the four
accused would begin in the first
semester of 2011, said You
Bunleng.

“HUMAN
AND

FORUM ON
TRAFFICKING

MIGRATION” OPENED
%

The Cambodia National
Mekong Youth Forum Il on
Human Trafficking and Migration
was opened here on Sept. 13 under
the presidency of H.E. Mrs. Chuo
Bun Eng, Secretary of State at the
Ministry of Interior.

Some 80 vulnerable youths
and children from 17 of the 24
provinces around the country are
attending the three-day forum held
at the Ministry of Social Affairs,
Veteran and Youth Rehabilitation.

Addressing the event, Mrs.
Chuo Bun Eng said the forum is
aimed to learn more about youths
and children’s concerns and hopes
for their future so that the
government and related partner
organizations could draw up plans
or projects, especially include them
in the national and international
policies.

She also briefed the
participants about the attention of
the  government, international

community, organizations and civil
society on the migration and
human trafficking issues, through
cooperation, law and plan making
to fight human trafficking.

The forum will choose
youths to attend the Mekong Youth
Forum, to take place from Oct. 26
to 30 in Bangkok, Thailand, she
said.
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The forum was organized by
Cambodia Mekong Youth Forum
Management Committee under the

support from ILO, UNIAP,

UNICEF, The Asia Foundation,
World Vision Cambodia, Save the

PM WELCOMES CHINESE
INVESTMENT IN RICE MILL

A Chinese company from
Guangxi province has decided to

invest in rice processing in
Cambodia.
The Guangxi Guohong

Development Company is planning
to invest US$5 million in setting
up a rice mill in Kampong
Chhnang province, some 90
kilometers northwest of Phnom
Penh Capital City, leng Sophalet,
assistant to the Cambodian prime
minister told reporters upon the
meeting between the premier and
Song Zhenxion, president of the
Chinese company.

For the first step, the rice
mill would produce about 100 tons
of processed rice a day, Mr. Song
Zhenxion said.

On the occasion, Mr. Song
Zhenxion sought a
recommendation from the
Cambodian premier for the success
of this investment plan.

In reply, Prime Minister
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen welcomed the plan
and encouraged the Chinese
company to work closely with
Cambodian local farmers as well as
to look for a location with a good
irrigation system for farmers to
plant rice for sale to the company.

The Royal Government of
Cambodia has recently set 2015 as

the year to increase the paddy
production to over 4 million tons
and to export at least 1 million tons
of rice.

CAMBODIA, INDIA PROMOTE

Indian President

Visiting
Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh Patil has
encouraged Cambodian and Indian

businessmen and investors to
increase their bilateral cooperation.

This is a good opportunity for the
businessmen of the two countries
to establish contacts and to look for
trade potentialities from each other,
the Indian president said at the
Cambodia-India Business Forum

held on Sept. 15 at the
Intercontinental Hotel.
The two peoples have

known each other for over 2,000
years ago, but their bilateral trade
amounted to only US$50 million,
she said.

The forum, co-chaired by
Indian President Mrs. Pratibha
Devisingh Patil and Cambodian
Commerce Minister H.E. Cham
Prasidh, drew about 70 Cambodian
businessmen who represented 40

Children and  Child  Fund
Cambodia.
companies and Indian investors

from three main associations —
Confederation of Indian Industry,
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, and
Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

Also on the same day, a group of
Indian  businessmen met with
Delegate Minister and Secretary
General of the Council for the
Development of Cambodia H.E.
Sok Chenda to learn more about
the country’s investment
environment and opportunities.

The Indian delegation is interested
in the fields of agriculture, food
processing and infrastructure as
well as hydroelectricity, solar
power and mine, H.E. Sok Chenda
told reporters upon the meeting.

As of August 2010,
Cambodia has got investments in
all domains with the total values of
US$30 billion, he said.

The group of Indian
businessmen and investors is
accompanying the Indian president
to pay a state visit in Cambodia
from Sept. 13 to 18.

IMF: CAMBODIA TO ACHIEVE
EcONOMIC GROWTH
BETWEEN 4.5 PCT AND 5 PCT
IN2010

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has estimated that
Cambodia’s economic growth this
year would reach from 4.5 percent
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to 5 percent in 2010 against
only 2 percent in 2009.

At a press conference here
last Friday, Mr. Olaf
Unteroberdoerster, IMF  senior
economist to the Asia-Pacific
Region, explained IMF’s
estimation by the increase in
garment export and foreign tourist
arrivals in the second trimester of
2010.

However, the construction
and investment sectors have not yet
returned to normal this year, while
the agricultural field, especially
rice cultivation, would be affected

by the late rain in the current rainy
season, he said.

The garment, tourism,
construction  and  investment
sectors are the main pillars for
Cambodia’s economic growth.
This year, the Royal Government
of Cambodia has set down
strategies to  improve  the
agricultural field, particularly rice
growing, since the four above-said
fields were hit by the global
economic crisis in late 2008 and in
2009.

The prediction of

Cambodia’s GDP by IMF is quite

similar to what the royal
government has forecasted.
According to IMF,

Cambodia would achieve a 6-
percent or 7-percent economic
growth in 2011.
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