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PM: “7 January Day” Does
Not Take Anybody As Enemy

Samdech Akka

Prime Minister
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen
said “7 January Day” does not try
to take anybody as an enemy
except Pol Pot genocidal regime.

In his remarks on Jan. 5 at the
celebration of the “7 January Day”
in Memut district, Kampong Cham
province, two-day ahead of the
country’s official celebration, the
Cambodian  premier said “7
January Day” becomes a national
movement although some of the
inconsiderate people try to distort

the truth, adding that they cannot
take the palm of their hand to hide
the sun light.

He believed that those who are

ungrateful for the event are due to
the political reasons.

The move does not give a benefit
to them because the Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP) does not
monopolize “7 January Day” for
itself, considering it as a collective
event.

He said the celebration of the day
reflected that the Cambodian
people mark the collapse of Khmer
Rouge’s barbarous regime and the
victory of the United Front for the
National Salvation of Kampuchea
Motherland, whose spirit was
deeply taken in the Cambodian
feelings, as well as considering “7
January Day” as their second
birthday.

He also recalled the courage of the
Cambodian ~ combatants ~ who
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sacrificed their lives, freshly
bloody and fleshy, for the cause of
the national liberation and
freedom, mainly a right to rebirth
of the Cambodian people.

Beginning from the tireless efforts
made by the Cambodian royal
government, he said, Cambodia
gained many achievements in the
national rehabilitation and
development.

The 1991 Paris Peace Accords and
the first general election in 1993
are inseparable from the victory
day of January 7, 1979, bringing
back the constitutional monarchy
regime, especially the national
reconciliation and the integration
of the national community via win-
win  policy of the royal

government, he stressed.

DPM Hor Namhong Meets
U.S. Lawmaker.

A visiting U.S. Lower House
Member Ms. Laura Richardson
met here on Dec. 29 with Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation H.E. Hor Namhong.

On the occasion, Ms. Richardson
said that she will discuss with U.S.
Lower House members to write off
the debts Cambodia owed to the
U.S. during the U.S.-backed Lon
Nol regime.

Through the U.S. Lawmaker Ms.
Laura Richardson, H.E. Hor
Namhong asked the American
government either to convert some

part of the debts to development
assistance or to write off all the
debts or some part of the debts.

Moreover, both sides also focused
on the cooperation between
Cambodia and the U.S., said Koy
Kuong, undersecretary of state and
spokesman for the Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation.

Cambodian FM: No Release
of 7 Thais Entering Illegally
Cambodia

- ¢ o
Deputy Prime Minister H.E. Hor
Namhong, minister of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation said that there is no
release of seven Thai entering
illegally Cambodian territory.

The Cambodian foreign minister
told this to reporters after meeting
with his visiting Thai counterpart,
H.E. Kasit Piromya, on Dec. 30.

“Let the legal procedure proceed
the case as normal and as long as it
is in hand of the court, the royal
government cannot do anything,”
he said.

The seven Thai  nationals,
including “yellow shirt” activist
Veera Somkwamkid, had been
arrested on Dec. 29 by Cambodian
army.

He told Thai foreign minister that
it was not the first time that Thais
entered illegally Cambodia, but it
was the third times, he said,

explaining that the first was in July
and the second in September, but
they did not go too deeply into
Cambodian soil, they were then
banned by the Cambodian army
and sent back to Thailand.

“The arrested Thais intended to go
to Chok Chey village about 1,200
meters away from the border and
they did not lose their way and
they traveled across the border pole
No. 46,” he said.

H.E. Kasit Piromya acknowledged
that he did not know the Thais
went to Cambodian village like
that, he said, adding that the case
went to the court’s hand and let
juridical procedure proceed it.

Thai Foreign Minister H.E. Kasit
Piromya said that he came to

| Cambodia to tell the truth of the

Thai side and he respected the
justice movement and demanded
that the  Cambodian  royal
government do as much as possible
to finish the issue soon.

CMAC To Begin Exploring
UXO This Month

Under the financial support from
the government of Norway,
Cambodian Mine Action Center
(CMAC) will begin exploring
unexploded ordnance (UXO) this
month in some provinces.

This is the first time that CMAC
set to explore UXO and explosive
remnants of war, said yesterday
Mr. Heng Ratana, director general
of CMAC.
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We have so far conducted
exploration only on  mine-
suspected areas, but as the number
of UXO victims has increased, we
have decided to search for the
number of UXO and explosive
remnants of war throughout the
country, he explained.

The one-year UXQO’s exploration
will start in Kampong Cham, Prey
Veng, Svay Rieng, Kratie and
Stung Treng provinces at the total
cost of more than US$200,000, he
said.

According to CMAC, there were
260 victims of UXO during the
first eleven months of 2010, of
them 70 were killed, 129 were
injured and 41 were crippled,
showing an increase of 50 victims
if compared to the same period of
20009.

South Korean Bank Provides
Fund for Dam Development
Project

The Export-Import Bank of Korea
has provided a total loan of
approximately US$19 million for
the  Mongkol Borey Dam
Development project and a hydro-
electricity plant in Battambang
province, according to the Ministry
of Economy and Finance.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Economy and Finance
H.E. Keat Chhon signed here last
Friday the loan agreement with a
representative of the bank.

The loan agreement worth of
US$18.7 million will be used for
the  Mongkol Borey Dam
development project and a hydro-
electricity  plant  construction
project in Battambang province,
said H.E. Keat Chhon, indicating
that it is the 10" of its kind,
bringing the total number of aid
from the Republic of Korea to

Cambodia since 2001 to US$268
million.

The above said project is part of
the royal government’s efforts to
cope with the impacts of the global
financial crisis, he said, adding that
the project will also support the
government policy in promoting
the rice production and export.

ADB Opens Public
Information Centers  in

Cambodia

Three Public Information Centers
were opened on Dec. 5 in three
different universities in Cambodia
with an aim to provide a range of

knowledge resources for
Cambodian people and contribute
to the development of human
resources in the provinces.

The Public Information Centers are
part of a joint Asian Development
Bank/World Bank project,
according to an ADB press release.

Located in Western University in
Kampong Cham province,
Southeast Asia University in Siem
Reap province and Management
and Economics University in Preah
Sihanouk province, the three
Public Information Centers are
equipped with computers, printers,
and Internet connections, and
stocked with thousands of books in
English and Khmer on various
development issues in Cambodia

and across the globe, including
economic theory and statistics,
social development and
information on projects and other
activities of development partners.

ADB Country Director Mr. Putu
Kamayana said the centers serve as
dedicated resource hubs for
knowledge sharing with the public,

including students, researchers,
staff from civil society
organizations and government
officials.

“They provide a gateway to deepen
Cambodians’ knowledge  on
development issues, and at the
same time, it will help develop
human resources at the provincial
level,” he said, adding that the
Public Information Centers, which
contain a range of updated versions
of books and access to Internet
resources, will stimulate the new
generation to become increasingly
interested in reading.

Organic Food on the Rise in
Phnom Penh

om

f
\\

Demand for organic food products
is increasing in Phnom Penh,
according to a CEDAC
(Cambodian Center for the Study
and Development of Agriculture)
market facilitator.

“The amount of organic vegetables
and meat produced is lower than
the emerging demand for it thanks
to people’s awareness of the
benefit of organic food products,”
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said CEDAC market facilitator
Lang Seng Horn on January 1,
2011.

As an organic agricultural product
supplier, CEDAC’s endeavor to
introduce environment-and-health
friendly food items in Cambodia
since 1997 has seen the sign of
success.

The organization as of now has
been working with 3,000 families
in the rural areas to produce
agricultural food products without
using chemical fertilizer. The
outputs from these families are
channeled to CEDAC markets in
Phnom Penh.For the organic rice
supply alone, it increases from

1,500 tons in 2009 to 2,500 tons in
2010.

“In 2011, CEDAC will establish
another 20 markets of this kind,”

said Mr. Lang Seng Horn adding
that the organization planned to
expand to 200 markets in 2015
across the country.
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PM Gives Donation to Blind and
Mute-deaf Children from NGOs

ll_‘

Prime Minister Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen
along with his wife and
government officials have given a
donation to Kruosar Thmey (New
Family) Organization and
ASPECA Organization.

The donation was given during his
visit on Jan. 6 to blind and mute-
deaf children and teachers from

Phnom Penh Thmey blind and
mute-deaf school and Chbar
Ampov mute-deaf school run by
New Family Organization; and
another school by APSPECA.

Each school received two tons of
milled rice, 50 boxes of instant
noodle, 10 big boxes of fish cans,
100 kilograms of sugar, five
kilograms of the seasoning and two
million riel in cash (Cambodian
currency roughly US$500), at a
total estimated cost of US$25,995.
On the occasion, the Cambodian
premier declared to provide
monthly starting from January
2011 one ton of milled rice and
three million Riel (about US$750)
to the two schools of New Family
Organization, and 500 kilograms of
rice and one million Riel (about
US$250) to ASPECA’s school.
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Groundbreaking of Stung Tatai
Hydropower Dam

it reflects not only the confidence

of the foreign firms in the political

stability of Cambodia, but also the

correct development strategies of

the  Royal Government of
@ Cambodia, especially in the field
Rt of energy development.

Cambodian PM: Nobody Can

\\
b

the case.

This second statement of the
Cambodian premier was made
following those made by Thai
leaders including Thai Premier
Abhisit Vejjajiva. And there is also
a rumor that Puea Thai Party and
former Thai Premier Thaksin

The construction of “Stung Tatai”
Hydropower Dam, in Thmar Baing

District, Koh Kong province,
begun Wednesday in a
groundbreaking ceremony presided
over by Samdech Akka Moha Sena
Padei Techo Hun Sen, the Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia.

This is the second largest project
after the building of 338-megawatt

“Russey Chrum Krom”
Hydropower Dam started two
weeks ago in Mondul Seima
district.

China National Heavy Machinery
was granted with a 42-year
investment concession with five
years projected for the construction
of 246-megawatt “Stung Tatai”
Hydropower Dam at the estimated
cost of US$540 million, and the
rest 37 years for business
operation.

The construction of “Stung Tatai”
Hydropower Dam is a large
investment in electricity production
in Cambodia, Prime Minister
Samdech Hun Sen said, adding that

Shinawatra get involved in freeing
the arrested Thais.

Interfere in Court’s Competence

“l would like to say this case is
related to legal procedure, nobody
intervenes, law is a law, court is a
court and government cannot order
the court to be arranged
politically,” he stressed.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen also
warned any groups from the United
Nations not to intervene with the
case, saying “Don’t say too much,
be quiet better than talking and
eating green banana better than
nothing.”

Prime Minister

Cambodian
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen said nobody can
interfere in court’s competence in
response to seven Thais entering
illegally in Cambodia and being
now held in prison awaiting trial.

The Thais had been arrested by
Cambodian border protection army
at the border pole No. 46 in Chok
Chey village, O Beichuan
commune, O Chrov district,
Banteay Meanchey province.

Speaking at a graduation ceremony
held at the National Institute for
Education in Phnom Penh on Jan.
10, the Cambodian prime minister
said “no matter what the
governments or foreigners and the
royal government or Cambodians
are, it is a judicial procedure,”
asking not to make any comments
leading to the impact on the trial.

After inquest on the arrested Thais,
the Cambodian court decided to
charge them two cases. The former
is the illegal entry into Cambodian
territory according to the article 29
of the Cambodia’s immigration
law and the latter is on the bandit
deed to enter military base based
on the article 473 of the penal
code.

“Let the court continue with the
legal procedure,” he said, citing the
penal court, the Supreme Court and
afterwards the reconsideration of
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For the first case, they could face
between 3 and 6 months in prison,
and the second case from 6 to 12
months in prison and fine from one
million to two million Riel (about
US$250 to US$500).

DPM Hor Namhong To Attend
ASEAN  Foreign
Retreat in Indonesia

Ministers’

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign  Minister H.E. Hor
Namhong will lead a delegation to
attend the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ Retreat to be held on
Jan. 15-17 in Lombok, Indonesia at
the invitation of his Indonesian
counterpart Dr. R.M. Marty M.
Natalegawa.

The meeting will discuss a number
of issues, including Exchange of

Views on International and
Regional Issues, ASEAN
Community Building, East Asia
Summit, and ASEAN

Connectivity, according to a press
release of the Cambodian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation dated
Wednesday.

On the sidelines of this Retreat,
there will be a special meeting of
ASEAN  Coordinating  Council

(ACC) to review the
implementation of the Master Plan
on ASEAN Connectivity, which
was adopted by the ASEAN
Leaders in October 2010, and to
adopt Terms of Reference of the
ASEAN Connectivity
Coordinating Committee.

In addition, the Cambodian deputy
prime minister will hold bilateral
talks  with  his  Indonesian
counterpart and ASEAN Secretary
General Dr. Surin Pitsuwan.

Cambodia To Host 30th ATF This
Week,

CAMB( :l_}m%e

host the 30th

Cambodia will
ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF) in
Phnom Penh from Jan. 15 to 21,
according to the Home Page of the
Ministry of Tourism.

As many as 1,600 delegates,
including 100 international media,
will attend the ATF 2011 under the
theme of “ASEAN-A World of
Wonders and Diversity”.

Cambodian Tourism Minister H.E.
Thong Khon will chair the week
long forum, the home page added.

Phnom Penh first hosted ATF in
2003, said the home page, stressing

CA_r_\'.-jn JD]AEE

that Siem Reap province, home of

world heritage and the
archaeological sites, and Preah
Sihanouk province, the most

beautiful and pristine beach, have
been selected for pre- and post-
tours.

ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF) is
a cooperative regional effort to
promote the  Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
region as one tourist destination.
This annual event involves all the
tourism industry sectors of the 10
member nations of ASEAN:
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.

ECCC: Case 002 Sent for Trial

Today, the Pre-Trial Chamber of
the Extraordinary Chambers in the
Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) has
confirmed and partially amended
the indictments against the
Accused Persons leng Sary, leng
Thirith, Khieu Samphan and Nuon
Chea, said an ECCC press release.

The Pre-Trial Chamber has ordered
the Accused Persons to be sent for
trial and to continue to be held in
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provisional detention until they are
brought before the Trial Chamber,
it said, adding that the indictments
include charges of crimes against
humanity, genocide, grave
breaches of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions and murder, torture
and religious persecution as
defined by the 1956 Cambodian
Penal Code.

The Co-Investigating Judges issued
a Closing Order with the initial
indictments of the  Accused
Persons on 15 September 2010. All
four Accused Persons filed appeals
against the Closing Order to the
Pre-Trial Chamber.

The Pre-Trial Chamber found that
the appeal filed by Khieu Samphan
was inadmissible, whereas the
appeals filed by leng Sary, leng
Thirith and Nuon Chea were found
to be admissible in part. Of the
admissible parts, the Pre-Trial
Chamber dismissed all the grounds
of appeal with two exceptions.
First, the Pre-Trial Chamber
ordered that the Closing Order be
amended with a specification for
the requirement of the existence of
a link between the underlying acts
of crimes against humanity and an
armed conflict.

Secondly, the Pre-Trial Chamber
also found that rape did not exist as
a crime against humanity in its
own right in the period 1975-1979,
but that rape could be considered

as “other inhumane acts” within
the legal definition of crimes
against humanity. The Closing
Order was amended accordingly.

The Pre-Trial Chamber will issue
reasoned decisions on the appeals
at a later date, said the press
release.

Sweden Decides to Set
Embassy in Cambodia

Up

The Royal Government of Sweden
has decided to set up an Embassy
in Cambodia to boost up the ties of
friendship and cooperation
between the two countries -
Sweden and Cambodia.

Newly appointed Ambassador of
Sweden to Cambodia Mrs. Anne
Hoglund told Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Economy
and Finance H.E. Keat Chhon
during their meeting here last
Thursday, according to the
spokesman of the Ministry of
Economy and Finance.

In the meantime, Sweden and
Cambodia have been working on
drafting a development strategic
plan for year 2011-2015, which
will be completed every soon, said
Mrs. Anne Hoglund, adding that
many Swedish companies are
interested in doing business in
Cambodia.

Sweden is a development partner,
which has played an active role in
the national development of
Cambodia and has been providing

grant aid to Cambodia since 1979
by starting from a humanitarian
aid, he said.

Up to the end of 2009, Sweden
provided US$280 million in grant
aid to Cambodia to support the
fields of  education, good
governance, human rights and
environment.

United States Awards New Food
Security Program

The United States Government,
through the U.S. Agency for
International Development
(USAID), has awarded a five-year,
US$56 million contract designed to
improve food security through
enhanced agricultural development
and rational management of natural
resources.

The five-year, US$56 million
contract was awarded to Fintrac
Inc., a highly respected U.S.-based
agribusiness consulting firm that
develops agricultural solutions to
end hunger and poverty, according
to a press release of the U.S.
Embassy dated Jan. 10.

This U.S. Government award will
now serve as USAID’s flagship
food security activity in Cambodia,
Helping Address Rural
Vulnerabilities and Ecosystem
STability (HARVEST) Project,
will work with public, private and
civil society to strengthen food
security by increasing agricultural
productivity; raising the incomes
of the rural poor; preparing the
country to adapt to climate change;
and reducing the number of
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Cambodians, especially women
and children, suffering from
malnutrition.

HARVEST is supported by Feed
the  Future (FtF), a U.S.
Presidential Initiative for food

security, as well as other U.S.
Government priority initiatives,
including global health and climate
change. Cambodia is one of twenty
priority countries receiving FtF
support, and the only country in
Southeast Asia.

U.S. Government Feed the Future
investments  will address key
determinants of food security:

e Investments in agricultural
productivity, agribusiness and
market development, and equitable
distribution of and control over
productive resources.

A multifaceted approach to
nutrition

* A long term perspective to foster
permanent solutions to chronic
food insecurity

Investments will build on existing
successes, U.S. and Cambodian
expertise and strengths, and be
concentrated in strategic areas
based on U.S. and Cambodian
comparative advantage. They will
be designed in close coordination
with the Royal Government of
Cambodia and  with  other
development partners in order to
maximize the collective impact on
sustainably reducing hunger and
poverty.

Cambodia Demands BangRok Post
to  Publish
Misquoted Article
The Press and Quick Reaction Unit
of the Office of the Council of
Ministers of Cambodia has sent a
letter to the editor of the Bangkok
Post Newspaper, demanding for a
correction to its misquoted article
published on Jan. 11, 2011.

The full letter reads as follows:
Letter to the Editor

BANGKOK POST NEWSPAPER
136 NA RANONG ROAD,

Correction to

KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK
10110

Fax: +02 2403666,

Email:

postbag@bangkokpost.co.th

Dear Editor,

The Press and Quick Reaction Unit
(PRU) of the Office of the Council
of Ministers (OCM) of the Royal
Government of Cambodia (RGC)
demands vigorously that the
Bangkok Post, which is a
professional newspaper, to publish
immediately a correction to the
misquoted article under the title:
“Court slaps 2 Thais with spying
charge,” published on 11 January
2011 at 12:00AM in the
Newspaper section: News, stating
that “...... Hun Sen said that on the
night of December 29, Thai
Foreign Minister Kasit Piromya
called him about 10 times, but he
did not answer the phone.” This

was in fact wrong, misleading, and
speculative, which led to create
confusion and misunderstanding
between the Royal Government of
Cambodia and the Thai Royal
Government.

The truth is that Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Cambodia, in his address during
the degree conferment at the
National Institute of Education on
the 10th January, 2011, had clearly
stated that “... He had found about
10 missed international incoming
calls in his mobile phone on the
night of December 29, 2010. He
failed to answer those calls given
the fact that he had earlier set his
cell phone on silent mode”. Prime
Minister Hun Sen did not reveal
who were trying to call him,
especially he did not say even a
single word referring to the name
of Thai Foreign Minister Kasit
Piromya.

To put the record straight, the Press
and Quick Reaction Unit (PRU)
insists that a correction must be
published immediately the clarified
article on the same page so that the
Thai and international public could
obtain the factual situation on the
ground in order to help them to
make their proper opinions
concerning the arrests and charges
of the 7 Thai trespassers who had
illegally intruded into Cambodian
territory on December 29, 2010.
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PM  Meets Colombian Foreign

Minister

countries. The Colombian foreign
minister informed the Cambodian
premier of the landmine problem in
Colombia, and expressed deep
thanks to the Royal Government of
Cambodia for taking part in mine
clearance in her country. She
further expressed her full support
to the 9th point set by Cambodia in
the millennium development goal

8 related to mine issue.

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of

the Kingdom of Cambodia,
warmly received here on Jan. 19 at
the Peace Palace visiting Foreign
Minister of Colombia Ms. Maria
Angela Holguin.

Ms. Holguin, who is on her first
visit to Cambodia, said the current
policy of the Colombian
government is to strengthen
cooperation with the ASEAN
member countries and other

In reply, Samdech Techo Hun Sen
thanked the Colombian
government for sending its troops
to join the peacekeeping mission in
the UNTAC framework in
Cambodia in 1992-1993.

The Cambodian prime minister
also briefed Ms. Holguin on
Cambodia’s situation from 1979 to
the present time.

Concerning the landmine issue,
Samdech Techo Hun Sen stressed
the successive reduction of the
danger of mines in Cambodia
during recent years, indicating that
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only around 200 people are victims
of mine each year, against 1,000 in
the previous years, and this figure
would reach zero in the near future.

Japan  To  Establish  Motor
Assembling Plant in Cambodia

Japan’s MINEBEA Co., Ltd. will
establish a motor assembling plant
in Cambodia in contribution to
developing the country’s economy
and human resources.

Mr. Yoshihisa Kainuma Minebea,
president of MINEBEA, informed
Cambodian Prime Minister
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen of his company’s
investment  project during a
meeting here on Tuesday, leng
Sophalet,  assistant to  the
Cambodian premier told reporters
after the meeting.

The new Cambodian plant will
assemble motors using
parts/components  supplied by
Minebea plants in China, Malaysia
and Thailand.

In reply, Samdech Techo Hun Sen
welcomed the investment project
and recommended the Japanese
company to cooperate  with
relevant institutions in Cambodia,
especially with the Ministry of
Labor and Vocational Training and
the National Training Center as

well as Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) in
selecting and training labor force.

Cambodian PM: ATF 2011 Is an
Exceptional  Opportunity  for
ASEAN Countries

The ASEAN Tourism Forum 2011
(ATF 2011) is a good opportunity
for the ASEAN member countries
and their partners to promote
different fields and to alleviate
poverty, said here yesterday
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Cambodia.

“l am strongly convinced that ATF
2011 is an exceptional opportunity
for us not only to inform the world
of Cambodia’s as well as
ASEAN’s tourism products, but
also to enhance and show the
importance of tourism and to
continue to promote this field, so
as to contribute to socio-economic
development, the achievement of
the UN Millennium Development
Goals and the poverty reduction in
the region and the world,” said the
Cambodian premier at the official
opening ceremony of ATF 2011
held on Jan. 18 at Koh Pich
Convention and Exhibition Centre,
Phnom Penh.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen also
believed that all relevant parties,
both public and private sectors,
will strengthen their cooperation to
promote tourism development in

ASEAN.

Cambodia has been hosting ATF
2011 from Jan. 15 to 21 under the
theme of “ASEAN-A World of
Wonders and Diversity”, during
which the ASEAN  Tourism
Strategic Plan 2011-2015 was
adopted by the ASEAN Tourism
Ministers.

The Cambodian government has

i been paying high attention and
B8 giving

its full support to the
development of tourism industry,
considering it as a priority among
the ten priority areas for social
building and poverty reduction,
underlined Samdech Techo Hun
Sen.

He further highly evaluated the
effective contribution of tourism in
increasing regional demands and
exportation, the main factors to
promote macroeconomic growth,
social development and poverty
alleviation.

According to preliminary figures,
ASEAN attracted more than 65
million visitors last year, posting a
healthy 12 percent growth. Intra-
ASEAN travel continued to be a
major share of tourists, making up
45 percent of total international
arrivals.

For its part, Cambodia received
some 2.5 million foreign tourists
last year, or an increase of 16
percent as compared with 20009,
while the number of local tourists
reached more than 7 million in
2010, or an increase of 7 percent as
compared with the previous year.

14th Meeting of ASEAN Tourism
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Ministers

) X
14" MEETING OF
ASEAN TOURISM MINISTERS

¥ Cambodia Hosts 30th ASEAN
Tourism Forum

The 14th Meeting of ASEAN
Tourism Ministers was held here
today at the Peace Palace under the
chairmanship  of  Cambodian
Tourism Minister H.E. Thong
Khon.

Tourism delegations from the ten
ASEAN member countries as well
as those from the ASEAN-Japan
Centre and ASEAN-Korean Centre
attended the meeting.

The theme for the ASEAN
Tourism Forum 2011 “ASEAN-A
World of Wonders and Diversity”
is very appropriate as ASEAN
endowed with great potential, the
richness and diversity of tourism
resources would make up unique
and interesting features for tourists,
said H.E. Thong Khon in his
opening remarks.

“There is certainly a need for
ASEAN to be attuned to the
realities of the situation that the
world has started recovering from
the global economic downturn; we
need to sustain ASEAN’s fame as
the fastest growing tourism
destination in the world,” he said.

Therefore, he added, we must
reaffirm our commitments for
sustained ASEAN tourism

cooperation; we must strive our
best for the travel facilitation and
connectivity for intra-ASEAN and
international travels; and our
important work now is the
finalization and adoption of the

ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan
2011-2015, and to further enhance
and ensure the  successful
implementation of work
programmes and activities so that
tourism can continuously
contribute not only to fast track
ASEAN integration but also to
elevate living standard of citizens
in ASEAN countries.

Discussion on the drafted 2011-
2015 strategy to make the
Southeast Asian region a more
welcoming place for tourists across
the world is a key agenda in the
30th ASEAN Tourism Forum
hosted by Cambodia.

Taking place from Jan. 15 to 21,
the ASEAN Tourism Forum gives
floor to more than 200 senior
tourism officials from the 10
ASEAN member countries and
other concerned counterparts.

“We have to work more to ensure
quality human resource
development and to  better
transportation within ASEAN to
boost tourism in the region,” said
Cambodian Tourism Minister H.E.

Thong Khon in his opening
address.
The  Tourism  minister  also

encouraged a consideration on the
emerging tourists from China,
Japan, Korea, India and Russia
when preparing the five-year

regional tourism strategy.

For 2010, ASEAN absorbed
approximately 60 million tourists,
2.5 million of whom coming to
Cambodia — making 16 percent
increase in the country’s tourism
sector compared to the previous
year, according to H.E. Tith
Chantha, a general director at the
Ministry of Tourism.

The seven-day forum under the
theme of “ASEAN-A World of
Wonders and Diversity” also
entails special sessions between
ASEAN member countries and
India, China, Japan, South Korea
and Russia, and GMS member
countries.

Cambodia has hosted twice the
forum of this kind. The first
Cambodia-hosted ASEAN

Tourism Forum took place in 2003.
DPM Hor Namhong: Release on
Bail of Six Thai Detainees Is
Purely Court’s Procedure

A . oy = -
The release on bail of six Thai
detainees is purely the court’s
procedure, said here today
Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
H.E. Hor Namhong upon his
meeting with visiting Colombian
Foreign Minister Mrs. Maria
Angela Holguin.

“The release does not happen after
the meeting between me and Thai
Foreign  Minister H.E. Kasit
Piromya in Indonesia,” he stressed.

H.E. Hor Namhong, also minister
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of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, further
said that on the sidelines of the
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat
in Indonesia, he met with his Thai
counterpart and they agreed not to
let the current situation affect the
good relations between the two
neighboring countries.

“| told H.E. Kasit that what we did
is according to the court’s
procedure, we have no ill will
against Thailand or we do not seek
revenge against the Thais,” he said,
adding that H.E. Kasit even
thanked us for granting bail to the
six Thai detainees.

Seven Thais were arrested on Dec.
29, 2010 by Cambodian border
protection troops for illegal entry
into Cambodian territory in
Banteay Meanchey province and
then charged for illegal entry into
Cambodia and unlawful entry into
military zone.

Regarding the meeting with his
Columbian foreign minister, H.E.
Hor Namhong said he informed
Mrs. Maria Angela Holguin of the
situation in Cambodia, from the
collapse of the Khmer Rouge
regime in 1979, to the Paris Peace
Accords and the Win-Win policy
of Premier Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, which
brought about full peace, national
unification and reconciliation to
the country.

Mrs. Maria Angela Holguin, who
is in her first-ever visit to
Cambodia, said there are many
things Colombia should learn from
Cambodia.

Both sides also agreed to do their
best to strengthen the relationship
and cooperation in all domains
between the two countries.

Concerning East Timor’s
application to be an ASEAN
member, the Cambodian foreign
minister said as the country is
located in Southeast Asia, its
application IS automatically
supported by Cambodia, but we
(the ASEAN member countries)

have not discussed about it yet. We
will discuss in the future and the
problem is the benefits to ASEAN
and to East Timor itself when the
country becomes an ASEAN
member.

Statement of Cambodian Foreign
Ministry Thai
Intruders

over Seven

The Spokesman of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation has issued a statement
regarding the issue of the seven
Thai intruders.

The full statement dated Jan. 14
reads as follows:

“On 29 December 2010, seven
Thai  nationals, including a
Member of Thai Parliament,
illegally crossed the border and
went deep inside Cambodian
territory. This group of Thai
nationals was arrested and handed
over to the Cambodian Court for
legal action in accordance with the
immigration law of Cambodia.

On 13 January 2011, the
Cambodian Court decided to
release on bail two Thai culprits,
Mr. Panich Vikitceth and Ms.
Naruemol Chitwaratana on health
ground. The Cambodian Court is
still considering the case of the
other five Thai culprits.

The Court of Cambodia is
proceeding on this case in
accordance  with ~ Cambodia’s
immigration law in  taking

consideration of the current good
relations between Cambodia and
Thailand, without any animosity
towards the Thai people.”

France To (Continue to Assist

Cambodia’s Health Sector

The French government  will
extend, through its embassy in
Cambodia, some 800,000 Euro to
support Cambodia’s human

resource training in the field of
health from 2011 to 2013.

French Ambassador to Cambodia
H.E. Christian Connan told Health
Minister H.E. Mam Bun Heng
during their meeting here on
Tuesday.

The Cambodian health minister
thanked the French government for
having assisted Cambodia in the
field of health, particularly in
human resource training by
providing scholarships to
Cambodian medical students to
continue their studies in France, in

assisting  Pasteur Institute of
Cambodia in infectious disease
research, and in strengthening

health system at the grassroots
level, etc.

France has played an important
role in Cambodia’s health sector,
he stressed.

The French diplomat expressed his
government’s  determination to
continue to contribute to the
development of Cambodia.

On the same day, H.E. Christian
Connan and Minister of Education,
Youth and Sports H.E. Im Sethy
signed a framework convention,
which  enables Cambodia to
implement the bilingual
educational program for additional
three years, from 2011 to 2013.

Cambodia, Myanmar Sign Direct
Flight Agreement

Cambodia and Myanmar have
reached an agreement on direct
flights from Yangon to Siem Reap
province.

The agreement was signed here on
Jan. 18 by Cambodian Tourism
Minister H.E. Thong Khon and his

Burmese counterpart on the
sidelines of the 30th ASEAN
Tourism  Forum  hosted by
Cambodia.

The Yangon-Siem Reap direct
flights will begin on Feb. 23, 2011
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with two flights weekly, said the
Cambodian  tourism  minister,
adding that the establishment of
direct flights between Cambodia
and Myanmar is in line with
ASEAN strategy on regional
connectivity.

The Myanmar-Cambodia direct
flights will help attract more
foreign tourists to Cambodia. “Rice
is white gold, while tourism is
green gold,” H.E. Thong Khon
said.

Last year, some 2.5 million foreign
tourists visited Cambodia, or an
increase of 16 percent as compared
with 20009.

Government’s Reaction against

Radio Free Asia (RFA) Editorial

The Press and Quick Reaction Unit
of the Office of the Council of
Ministers has, in a statement,
reacted against an editorial of
Radio Free Asia (RFA) over the
leadership of Prime Minister
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen.

The full statement dated Jan. 17
reads as follows:

“The most recent attack on
Cambodia from Radio Free Asia
(RFA) came in the form of an
editorial comment in its broadcast
of January 14 and re-aired on
Monday morning 17 January 2011.
That editorial used as its pretext
the 26th Anniversary of the
leadership of the Prime Minister,
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen, who became
Prime Minister of Cambodia on
January 14, 1985. In fact, it is the
opening guns by opposition parties
and other critics of the Royal
Government of the next national
election campaign, slated for mid-
2013.

The editorial started in a curious
manner, by quoting the speech of
Samdech Akka Moha Thomak
Pothisal Chea Sim, President of the

Senate and Chairman of the
Cambodian People’s Party, at the
32nd Anniversary of the January 7
Victory Day Celebration. In that
statement, Samdech Chea Sim
recounted the great successes of
the Royal Government, including a
solid economic growth rate and a
reduction of poverty.

Given the solid economic
indicators recounted by Samdech
Chea Sim, one would have thought
that this would lead to praise the
record of the Royal Government
and the leadership of the Prime
Minister, Samdech Techo Hun
Sen. But the RFA editorial quickly
moved to the main point of its
editorial — to launch a political
attack on the Prime Minister. It did
so by quoting one of the most
virulent critics of the Prime
Minister - Brad Adams of Human
Rights Watch. Adams criticized
Samdech Techo Hun Sen for
having served too long in office.
This is a strange criticism indeed,
for longevity in office is not
typically held as a negative
attribute. But the Prime Minister is
a relatively young man and in good
health, and thus can be expected to
contribute to the progress of the
country for many years to come.

Moreover, Samdech Prime
Minister has achieved a status
which is rare in the world — that of
a senior statesman. As the longest
serving, democratically-elected
Head of State in Asia, he has
attained a status similar to that of
Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore and
Mahathir Mohamed of Malaysia,
the revered public figures in the
region. He has not only provided a
steady hand on the tiller of the ship
of state, but raised Cambodia’s
profile internationally, making
significant contributions at the
United Nations, ASEAN, and other
international fora.

After criticizing the Prime Minister
for the length of his service to the

country, Mr. Adams moves on to
his main point: that the Prime
Minister should ‘give up his
position and allow a free election
in Cambodia’. But this strident
critic ignores the Constitution — the
CPP won the 2008 general
elections and proposed Samdech
Techo Hun Sen to be Prime
Minister, His Majesty The King
nominated him and the National
Assembly voted for him. This
complies with the Constitutional
requirements set out in Article 119
and the current mandate is not
finished. So why should Mr.
Adams insist that he step down?

The second part of Mr. Adams
recommendation is that Samdech
Prime Minister should allow a free
election in Cambodia. But he
ignores the facts that Cambodia has
already enjoyed a succession of
free and fair elections, including
the most recent national election in
2008. In fact, each of the four
national elections has been judged
more free and fair than the
previous one. In the most recent
national election, Cambodia
received technical assistance from
numerous democratic countries and
international organizations,
including Japan, Australia,
Denmark, the United Nations,
among others. There were 17,000
national and international
observers present.

And the results of the election were
impressive. For example, the US
Embassy stated that the 2008
election ‘was freer than any
election previously held in the
country and the vast majority of
Cambodia’s registered voters were
able to express their will in a more
open atmosphere than
before.” The US Embassy praised
the ‘peaceful manner’ of the
electoral  process and  the
‘professional conduct” of the
election staff and political party
agents.
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Similarly, the EU observers found
that the election procedures were
‘well administered’ and along with
observers and political party agents
contributed to the ‘transparency
and confidence in the voting
process’.

There was no doubt that when the
Cambodian people voted, if they
chose the CPP, they were
endorsing the candidacy of
Samdech Techo Hun Sen to be the
next Prime Minister. And the
voters selected the CPP in
overwhelming numbers. So the
voters knew, with an absolute
certainty and clarity, that if they
voted for the CPP, they were
endorsing the leadership  of
Samdech Prime Minister Hun Sen.
And the CPP won in a landslide
election.

Thus, the call by Brad Adams,
apparently endorsed by Radio Free
Asia, for the Prime Minister to
resign and call for new elections is
to disenfranchise the vast majority
of voters who chose the CPP and,
by implication, Samdech Prime
Minister. There simply is no
precedent for this kind of action,
and it is anti-democratic in its very
nature.

It also would be unconstitutional to
hold new elections prior to the
designated time for elections. As
cited earlier, there are designated
procedures in the Constitution and
the National Election Law, with
which Mr. Adams apparently is
unfamiliar. He would do well to
study the Cambodian Constitution
and the National Election Law
before he starts making proposals
that are contrary to their
provisions.

Why is Mr. Adams so set on
overturning the results of the 2008
election? The answer simply is that
he has consistently criticized
Cambodia at every turn over the
years. It is interesting to note that

in 2008, he denounced the election
as not being free and fair even
before the election was held.
Because of his long-time animosity
against the CPP and Samdech
Prime Minister, he prejudged the
election. He did not wait until the
voting was conducted, and the
election observers could report.
Because of his political bias,
Adams already had made up his
mind that the elections were not
free and fair.

And among the observers, those
that found some flaws in the
election  process  nevertheless
endorsed the result. For example,
the chief EU observer stated that
while some irregularities existed,
the vote in favor of the ruling party
that the irregularities could not
have changed the result. And the
statement of the US Embassy
clearly said that the irregularities
were ‘relatively low in number and
they do not appear to have affected
the outcome or to have distorted
the will of the Cambodian people’.

Thus, the intent of Brad Adams
and Radio Free Asia appears to be
to overturn the results of the 2008
election. As they both come from
one of the world’s oldest
democracies, this is a surprisingly
undemocratic message. Having
elections means that all parties can
have a chance to win it obviously
does not give them the right to win.
The fact that their preferred
candidates or parties did not win is
what bothers Mr. Adams and
Radio Free Asia, but that is no
reason to overturn the Constitution
or the results of a free and fair
election  because of  some
disgruntled opposition figures or
organizations.

Besides their interest in reversing
the results of the 2008, a variety of
other political attacks were made in

the RFA editorial, and the
comments of Mr. Adams. For
example, there are vague

accusations of corruption in the
editorial. But there is no mention
that Cambodia now has an Anti-
Corruption Law, and the Anti-
Corruption Unit is actively and
publicly pursuing cases of alleged
corruption.  This is  another
indication of the bias and political
agenda of RFA and the selective
use of opposition parties and critics
to support its editorial.

Another line of attack is to criticize
the family of the Prime Minister.
For example, RFA is critical of the
promotion of the son of the Prime
Minister, Hun Manet, to the
position of Major General. But
RFA gives short shrift to a
compelling fact: the rapid rise in
the ranks of General Hun is due, in
part, to the fact that he is a
graduate of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, one of the
most prestigious army schools in
the World. He is representative of a
younger generation of
Cambodians, who enjoy the
benefits of international education.
RFA should explain why this is a
bad development.

Time does not permit a refutation
of each accusation made in the
RFA editorial. But make no
mistake about it: the principal point
of the article is not to celebrate
Samdech Prime Minister’s 26
years of noble service to
Cambodia, but rather to attempt to
disenfranchise the voters who

selected the CPP in 2008,
undermine the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, and

promote the opposition parties with
an eye towards the 2013 national
elections.  With  its  highly
prejudicial electoral, RFA is
announcing the start of the next
electoral campaign.
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PM HUN SEN and His Spouse
Donate UVS$310,000 to Build
Buddhist University

Prime Minister

Cambodian
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen and His Spouse,
Bun Rany Hun Sen, have donated

more than US$310,000 as a
private contribution to building the
Preah Sihamoni Raja Buddhist

University (PSBU).
The Preah  Sihamoni  Raja
Buddhist University is located

within 144-year-old Svay Pope

Monastery in Phnom-Penh. It will
be a four-storey building with an
estimated construction cost of
some US$480,000.

Prime Minister Samdech Techo
Hun Sen announced the donation
Sunday while attending the
ceremony to welcome the
achievements made by the pagodas
of the Dhammayutta Order
throughout the country, and the
66th anniversary of His Holiness
Samdech Preah Abhisiri Sugandha
Mahasangharajah  Dhipati Bour
Kry, Great Supreme Patriarch of
Dhammayuttikanikaya of  the
Kingdom of Cambodia.

“We have no discrimination of
beliefs by the people in Buddhism
of the two Orders, Dhammayutta
and Mahanikaya,” Prime Minister
Samdech Techo Hun Sen said.

He pointed out that the physical
infrastructures were needed for the
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monasteries through donation and
contribution from the Buddhist
followers, who, in return, would
receive the education of ethics,
morals, and Dharma.

Prime Minister Samdech Techo
Hun Sen highly appreciated the
excellent,  enormous  support,
assistance and contribution of His
Holiness Samdech Preah Abhisiri
Sugandha Mahasangharajah
Dhipati Bour Kry to the progress
and value of Buddhism and the
Cambodian society as a whole.

The number of
Dhammayuttikanikaya monasteries
has up to now increased to 161
with 2,500 monks, and that of
Mahanikaya monasteries has a
total of 4,307 with 54,861 monks.
—-AKP

Article in Khmer by CHEY Phum
Pul

Cambodian ®Premier: China Is a
Good, Close Friend

Samdech Akka
Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen
considered China as a long-lasting,

Prime Minister

close  friend providing its
assistance  to  the  national
development in Cambodia, mainly
the infrastructure construction
projects.

He wished the relationship and
cooperation  between the two
countries to last forever, while
presiding over the inauguration of

the Cambodia-China Prek Tamak
Friendship Bridge in Kandal
province on Jan. 24.

He also expressed his gratitude to
China for its assistance to the
national rehabilitation and
development in the country.

The premier further appreciated
China’s aid to Cambodia, saying
that China always carried out all
the projects earlier than expected.
He also elaborated on the country’s
economic growth and the internal
and external integrations.

“In  my concept, the main
investments must  focus on
infrastructures such as road,
bridge, irrigation and human

resources,” he said.

He said, “l am proud of the policy
of the Cambodian People’s Party
(CPP) as well as that of the

Cambodian royal government,
which created a situation to link
people to people, along with

transportation as well.”

Speaking at the event, H.E. Pan
Guangxue, China’s ambassador to
Cambodia, said the US$43.5
million  Cambodia-China  Prek
Tamak Friendship Bridge was the
third Chinese-funded bridge to
open in Cambodia, after the
Cambodia-China Sekong
Friendship Bridge in Stung Treng
province and Cambodian-China
Prek Kdam Friendship Bridge, also
in Kandal.

Phnom Penh and Beijing have
inked agreements to build two
more bridges, the Cambodia-China
Chroy Changvar Bridge in Phnom
Penh and another project in
Takhmao.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen said
several other highway projects
have also been signed or are under
negotiation, and that China has
already funded the construction of
more than 1,500 kilometers of
roads in Cambodia.

Last month, during the Cambodian
premier’s five-day visit to China,
he and Chinese leaders signed 12
agreements related to infrastructure
and agriculture projects.

The Prek Tamak Bridge is 1,060
meters in length and 13.5 meters in
width, with a designed speed of 60
km per hour. The contractor of the

project is China’s  Shanghai
Construction  (Group)  General
Company.

Cambodian First Lady To Be
Appointed with UN Senior Title

-

Cambodian  First Lady Lok
Chumteav Dr. Bun Rany Hun Sen
IS expected to be appointed next
month by the UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon with a
senior title for her highly
committed endeavor to address
joint social issues, in particular in
the area of child and woman health
promotion in Cambodia.

Lok Chumteav Dr. Bun Rany Hun
Sen’s restless humanitarian
initiatives and leadership earn
Cambodian Red Cross a new
opportunity wherein the institution
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is promised with a budget of
US$40,000 for the period of 5
years.

At the same time that Cambodia is
on the right track to meet many of
its  Millennium  Development
Goals, the country faces a specific
maternal mortality issue. The
portion of 461 mother death among
10,000 live birth in 2008 makes
Cambodia one of the countries in
Asia that have such high loss of
mother lives.

The most challenging obstacle to
tackle maternal mortality rate in
Cambodia is the lateness in
decision making process of
mothers to access pre-natal and
post-natal care by well-trained
medical staff.

With the appointment of the
Cambodia’s first lady who has
experienced by herself the loss of
her first son at a very early stage of
his life due to war-limited health
care facilities and who possesses
midwife skills, it is expected that
Cambodia will be able to reduce
the maternal mortality rate to 250
per live birth by 2015.

The expectation is also assured by
restless effort of the Ministry of
Health and its counterparts in
achieving the aim.

In 2006, the Cambodian First Lady
won the National Champion of the
Asia-Pacific Leadership owing to
her  dedication to  combat
HIV/AIDS in Cambodia.
Cambodia consequently succeeds
with its millennium HIV/AIDS
goal, the achievement recognized
internationally  and  nationally
inspiring new efforts.

Government Is Determined to Crack,
Down on Corruption

Cambodian Prime Minister
Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei
Techo Hun Sen has declared to
take serious measures against high-

ranking government officials who
get involved in corruption.

“Even though [the generals] who
have three stars, but also those who
have four stars or five or even the
‘moon”  will be arrested,”
underlined the Cambodian premier
on Jan. 22 at the inauguration
ceremony of SOS Hermann
Gmeiner School in Sen Sok
district, Phnom Penh.

During the past months, some
high-ranking  officials of the
judicial body and the armed forces
have been successively arrested for
getting involved in drug trafficking
and corruption.

Samdech Techo Hun Sen also took
the opportunity to call on young
people to get away from drug,
HIV/AIDS and other negative acts.
The SOS Hermann Gmeiner
School in Phnom Penh is the 6th
among over 10 projects of SOS
Children’s Village International
already signed with the Cambodian
Ministry of  Social  Affairs,
Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation.
According to a news release of the
said ministry, the school built at
the total cost of US$1.1 million
could receive some 400 students
from grade 7th to 12th.

IR]: Cambodia Is On the
Track,

Right

The Internaticnal Republican Institute

IRI

advancing demacracy worldwide

Most of the Cambodian people are
still saying that Cambodia, under
the current leadership of Prime
Minister Samdech Akka Moha

Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, is on
the right track, according to the
International Republican Institute’s
survey issued late last week.

The survey conducted between
June and August 2010 showed that
76 percent of the 2,000 interviewed
people throughout the country said
Cambodia is moving in the right
direction, the group’s opinion
assessment focused on the fast
growth of the infrastructure
including roads, bridges, schools,
health centers, irrigation networks
and so on.

Only 23 percent of the people who
were interviewed said that
Cambodia is on the wrong track,
and among them 42 percent said
Cambodia has corruption.

The questionnaire of the survey
also detailed on the activities of the
corruption, one of the questions
asked how big is the corruption
and bribery within the local
authorities from communal level to
the provincial and the national
levels. 16 percent of the
interviewed persons said almost all
officials at the commune and
district levels are corrupt, while 17
percent said almost all officials at
the  national level  commit
corruption.

Cambodia Promotes Rice Export
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encouragement, Deputy Prime
Minister H.E. Yim Chhay Ly late
last week led a delegation to see
thousand tons of well processed
Cambodian rice produced by
40,000-farmer-family  association
ready to export to international

markets, thanks to the
collaboration with Angkor
Agriculture Rong Roeung
Company.

H.E. Deputy Prime Minister

appreciated the approach that the
Angkor Agriculture Rong Roeung
Company is applying with 40,000
farmer families in four provinces —
Kandal, Kampong Speu, Kampot
and Takeo and the company’s
high-tech facilities to produce 30
tons of husked rice per hour.
Focusing on  organic  rice
production, the company partners
with its target farmers. Under the
partnership, those farmers receive
quality rice seeds and farming
technical support. With the said
assistance, the partnered farmers
are able to produce between 2 to 3
tons of rice per one hectare of their
land.

The company is committed to buy
all rice yield produced by those
farmers with the price of 1.600 riel
[roughly US$0.40] per kilogram.
For 2011, the company expects to
buy from 60 to 70 thousand tons of
rice from its partner farmers.
Seeing the sustainability of the
company’s approach, the Rural
Development Bank provides US$5
million loan to the company to
ensure its smooth operation, which
H.E. Yim Chhay Ly considered as
an  effective  attribution to

Cambodia’s economic growth as
well as to poverty reduction.

CMAA, UNDP Sign on “Clearing
for Results” to Support Mine Action

in Cambodia

The
Authority and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)
in Cambodia signed here yesterday
an agreement on “Clearing for

Cambodian Mine Action

Results” project’s phase 1l to
support efforts to free the country
from mines and explosive
remnants of war for increased
socio-economic development.

The agreement was inked by H.E.
Prak Sokhon, delegate minister
attached to the prime minister and
vice president of the Cambodian
Mine  Action and  Victim
Assistance Authority (CMAA) and
Mrs. Elena Tishchenko, UNDP
country  director, under the
presidency of Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister in charge of
the Office of the Council of
Ministers H.E. Sok An, at
Mittapheap Building, Office of the
Council of Ministers.

Under the five-year (2011-2015)
agreement, UNDP will assist
CMAA in strengthening its
capacity to implement the ten-year
National Mine Action Strategy
(NMAS) for casualty reduction,

economic growth and poverty
reduction, especially among poor
and vulnerable Cambodians living
in rural areas.

Cambodian and French Upper
Houses To Enhance Bilateral

. Cooperation

Cambodian and French Upper
Houses have decided to enhance
the bilateral cooperation, for the
two nations used to have long-
standing ties of friendship and
cooperation.

| While meeting with a visiting

delegation of the French Senate led
by its Vice President Ms. Catherine
Tasca on Jan. 25, H.E. Tep Ngorn,
second  vice  president  of
Cambodian Senate, briefed the
French guests on the long-standing
friendly relations and economic
link between the two countries, by
which he said France’s petroleum
company currently runs its
business operation in Cambodia.
He also asked France to grant
scholarships or skill training
opportunities in the framework of
the cooperation between the
legislative bodies of the two
countries to the Cambodian
legislative officials.

In reply, Ms. Catherine Tasca
pledged to do her utmost to boost
the cooperation between the two
countries.

The talks focused on other issues
relating to the common interests of
the two countries.

The French Senate delegation
arrived here on Jan. 24 for a week-
long visit to Cambodia, the
purpose of which is to review the
cooperation works being
implemented with  Cambodian
Senate,  especially in  the

Page 4





framework of the French-speaking

countries association
(Francophonie), and set forth
future perspectives.

Cambodia  Hosts  International

Conference on “MeRong Health”

A four-day International
Conference on “Mekong Health”
was opened here on Jan. 24 under
the presidency of Cambodia’ s

Health Minister Dr. Mam Bun
Heng.
The conference has been attended

by medical experts from France,

Laos, Vietnam, Thailand,
Malaysia, Indonesia, India, the
Philippines, Singapore, Australia,
the U.S.,, the UK, Korea,

Switzerland, Germany and Japan.
The international conference is
aimed to improve knowledge of

medical, pharmaceutical and dental
experts and to strengthen the
cooperation in doing research and
combating infectious and chronic
diseases in the countries in the
region as well as in other regions.
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